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Cover 

The  cover  shows  the  First  issue  relating  to  blindness.  To  mark  the  80th 
anniversary  I  decided  use  it  and  revised  the  catalog. 

In  1916,  Bosnia  Herzegovina  issued  a  lOh  (+2h)  semi-postal  (#B10)  stamp 
showing  a  blind  soldier  being  lead  by  a  sighted  girl. 

Bosnia-Herzegovina:  Towards  the  end  of  the  Victorian  era  and  into  the 
early  20th  century,  it  was  at  the  center  of  the  bubbling  Balkan  pot. 

"Trouble  in  the  Balkans"  was  the  cliche  of  those  times,  and  during  the 
long,  hot  summer  of  1914,  the  area  became  for  a  time  the  focal  point  of  the 
world. 

The  Balkan  peninsula  was  the  festering  sore  of  European  ambitions,  as  the 
tiny  vassel  states  were  used  as  pawns  in  the  power  struggles  between  the 
ruling  Houses  of  Europe. 

The  heir  of  the  throne  of  the  Austro-Hungarian  Empire,  Archduke 
Francis  Ferdinand,  and  his  wife  Sophia  were  visiting  Bosnia  and 
Herzegovina's  capital,  Sarajevo,  when  they  were  assassinated  by  a  Serbian 
student,  Gavrilo  Princip. 

This  was  the  spark  that  ignited  the  tinder  box  of  Europe  into  the  raging 
fire  of  World  War  I,  as  Austria  attempted  to  punish  Serbia. 

"This  Is  Philately" 
by  Kenneth  A.  Wood 


The  military  is  one  of  the  most  hazardous  occupations  in  terms  of  sight  loss. 
Apart  from  suffering  injuries  in  battle,  troops  may  be  exposed  to  health 
conditions  that  threaten  sight  and  may  face  loss  of  sight  during  captivity. 
Thousands  of  soldiers  were  blinded  in  battle  during  World  War  I  from  shells, 
bombs,  bullets  and  devasting  gas  attacks.  The  British  alone  had  over  3200 
men  who  lost  their  sight  through  service  in  World  War  I.  Guide  dogs  for  the 
blind  were  first  used  by  Germany  with  their  blinded  veterans. 

Very  few  countries  have  issued  stamps  relating  to  their  war  veterans  and 
fewer  to  their  war  blinded.  In  1944  Croatia  issued  a  semi-postal  set  showing  a 
crippled  and  blind  soldier.  The  United  States,  on  August  13,  1981  issued  a 
stamp  envelope  showing  an  embossed  hand  reading  braille  and  bearing  the 
message  "Remember  the  Blinded  Veteran".  There  have  been  some  stamp 
cancellations  such  as  the  one  issued  in  Germany  in  1935  "Deutsche 
Kriegsblinde".  In  1919  St.  Dunstan's  war  blind  association  issued  a  set  of 
charity  labels  (like  letter  seals)  as  an  appeal  for  funds  to  help  the  many  British 
soldiers  blinded  in  World  War  I. 

Dedication 

To  all  those  who  work  caring  "for  men  and  women  blinded  in  the  service  of 
their  country". 

St.  Dunstan's  credo 
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INTRODUCTION 

The  Sixth  Edition  of  the  Catalogue  of  the  Perkins  School  for  the  Blind's 
collection  of  Stamps  Relating  to  Blindness  is  a  revised  edition.    It  includes 
new  sections  and  the  introductions  have  been  revised  and  most  of  the  errors 
in  pervious  editions  have  been  corrected.   In  the  appendix  an  added  entry  is 
the  number  and  date  of  Perkins  Information  Sheets. 

PERKINS  BLINDIANA  STAMP  COLLECTION 

In  1965,  the  librarian  of  the  Perkins  School  decided  that  Perkins  should 
follow  the  lead  of  the  American  Association  of  Workers  for  the  Blind  by 
collecting  stamps  relating  to  blindness.    Starting  with  the  basic  collection  of 
about  twenty  issues,  as  mentioned  by  A.A.W.B,  the  collection  has  grown 
today  to  well  over  500  issues.  Additional  items  include  First  Day  Covers  (a 
nearly  complete  collection  of  American  cachets  to  commemorate  the 
centennial  of  the  Birth  of  Helen  Keller  in  1980,  donated  to  Perkins),  pre- 
stamped  envelopes,  letter  seals  and  cancellations  from  agencies  and  schools 
for  the  blind. 

The  collection  emphasis  is  Blindness,  although  it  does  include  a  section  on 
Ophthalmology  and  Ophthalmologists. 

In  assembling  this  collection  of  stamps,  muach  attention  has  been  paid  to 
what  each  stamp  has  to  tell  us.  The  commemorative  stamp  is  issued  for  a 
specific  reason,  depicting  either  a  person  or  event  past  or  present.  When  we 
look  closly,  we  find  this  little  adhesive  has  a  lot  of  information  to  tell  us  if  we 
know  what  we  are  looking  for.  Because  of  the  many  categories  in  this 
collection,  we  wanted  to  be  sure  that  all  the  facets  of  the  stamps  are  closely 
observed  and  hense,  one  stamp  may  appear  in  one  or  more  sections.  Louis 
Braille  stamps  sometimes  have  lines  of  braille  on  them  and  therefore  will 
appear  in  the  section  of  Louis  Braille  and  alson  the  Braille  section. 

No  attempt  has  been  made  to  collect  every  stamp  issued  as  the  cause  of 
blindness;  for  instance,  diabetes,  one  of  the  main  cause  of  blindness,  has  a 
great  deal  of  issues  depecting  insulin  or  mentioning  diabetes.  If  the  stamp 
does  not  actually  show  something  about  blindness  it  has  not  been  included  in 
the  collection. 

One  further  note,  this  collection  will  never  be  complete.  It  will  grow  in  the 
years  to  come  and  be  expanded  as  new  issues  appear. 

Mae  Ellis 


ANIMAL  KINGDOM 


In  the  animal  kingdom  there  are  to  be  found  many  creatures  who  are  blind 
or  have  poor  vision.  Most  of  these  are  to  be  found  in  places  where  vision  is 
oi  little  or  no  use,  such  as  in  caves,  wells,  subterranean  waters  or  in  deep 
ocean  waters.  Over  long  periods  oi  time,  they  have  gradually  become  more 
and  more  specialized,  for  life  in  the  dark  by  using  their  others  senses. 

Only  creatures  that  are  listed  as  "blind"  or  known  to  be  totally  blind  will  be 
listed.    For  information  on  bats,  read  Bats  in  Philately  by  Thomas  M.  Lera. 

(Published  by  the  American  Topical  Association,  1995.) 


Christmas  Island 


1987      Blind  Snake 


Grenada  Grenadines 


1990      Blind  Deep  Sea  lobster  (Acanthacris 
Caecus) 


India 


1991     River  Dolphin  (Gangetic  Dolphin  or 
Susus) 


India 


1989       Gangetic  Dolphin  or  Susus  (Platanista 
gangetica). 

POST  MARK  not  stamp. 
On  the  BIOPEX  89  Bio-Philatelic 

Exhibition,  October  5-9.  World  Wild- 
life Fund  envelope. 


Maldive  Islands 


1995     Indus  River  Dolphin 
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VERENKiNG  VOOR  BESCHAAFDE  OMGANGSTAAL  PBWuEGEl 


>  650L  BELGIE-BELGJQUE 


For  centuries  the  blind  have  drawn  the  attention  of  artists.  For  example,  in 
Egypt  have  been  found  paintings  and  carvings  of  blind  harpists  on  walls  of 
tombs;  sixteenth  century  European  works  of  art  show  a  growing  awareness  of 
the  conditions  under  which  the  handicapped  lived. 

Examples  of  the  blind  on  stamps  include  Rembrandt's  (1606-1690  graphic 
depiction  OLD  BLIND  TOBIAS,  while  Callot's  (1592-1635)  and  Pieter  Bruegel's 
(15257-1569)  in  a  satiric  BLIND  AND  THE  BEGGAR  and  THE  PARABLE  OF 
THE  BLIND  (a  group  of  blind  beggars...  an  occupation  which  for  many 
centuries  was  held  by  many  blind  because  society  would  not  employ  them). 
In  the  20th  century  modern  artists  have  painted  the  blind;  among  them  Vega, 
THE  BLIND;  Roualt,  THE  BLIND  CONSOLE  THE  SEEING;  and  Picasso,  EL 
GUITARRISTA  CIEGO.  If  the  blind  have  been  a  favorite  of  some  artists,  then 
the  way  they  have  been  depicted  may  well  be  a  social  commentary  on  the  way 
our  society  has  viewed  the  blind. 


Algeria 
Antigua 

Belgium 
Belgium 


Belgium 


1976       "The  Blind"  by  Dinet 

1994      "The  Blinding  of  Samson  by  the 
Philistines"  by  Rembrandt 

1927       People  Adrift  in  Open  Boat 

1954       "The  Blind  Man  and  the  Paralytic" 
by  Antoine  Carte 

1976       "The  Parable  of  the  Blind"  by  Bruegel 
the  Elder. 


Bophuthatswana 

Burundi 

Cuba 

Dahomey  (Benin) 

Equatorial  Guinea 

Ethiopia 

France 
France 
Germany 

Greece 

Hungary 


1985  "  Jesus  Healing  the  Blind"  by  Niekerk 
1977  Blind  Man  and  Lame   (illustration) 
1957  "The  Blind"  by  Vega 

1967  Oedipus 

1973      "El  Guitarrista  Ciego"  by  Pablo  Picasso 
(1881-1973) 

1975       Jesus  Giving  Sight  to  the  Blind 

(Mural  from  an  Ethiopian  Church) 

1957     "Blind  Man  and  Beggar"  by  Callot 

1961      "Blind  Console  the  Seeing"  by  Roualt 

1986  "The  Eye  Glass  Maker"  by  Caspar 
Luiken  -  1695  (shows  a  visually 
impaired  person  trying  glasses) 

1983      Odysseus  Blinding   Polyphemus 

1967      "Milton  dictating  'Paradise  Lost'  to  his 
Daughters"  by  Petrics 


Hungary 


Jersey 
Monaco 
Netherlands 
North  Korea 


1971       "Funeral  of  Prince  Emeric  and 
Blinding  of  Vazul"  (From  a 
miniature  in  the  illustrated  chronicle 
of  King  Louis  the  Great  1370) 

1971      "Blind  Beggar"  by  Ouless 

1984       Blind  Man  -  Figurine 

1956       "Old  Blind  Tobias"  by  Rembrandt 

1974       Blinding  of  Sun  Hui  -  A  scene 
from  the  Revolutionary  Opera 
"The  Flower  Girl." 


Saar 

Sharjah  &  Dependencies 

St.  Thomas  &  Prince 

Spain 

Sri  Lanka 


1927      "Blind  Beggar"  by  Dyckmans 

1971  Jesus  Healing  a  Blind  Man 

1983       "Samson  and  Delilah"  by  Rubens 

1972  "El  Ciego  de  Los  Romances"  (Blind 
Balladeer)  by  Solana 

1992      Mural  paintings  of  an  ancient 
vihara  in  the  village  of 
Knottimbulwala  showing  scenes 
from  the  Sama  Jataka  (birth  story 
of  Sama).  Two  of  the  scenes  show 

Sanaa's  blind  parents. 


BLINDNESS:  CAUSES  &< 

PREVENTION 

and 

OPHTHALMOLOGY 


Today  there  are  over  fifteen  million  blind  persons  in  the  world.  The 
majority  of  them  are  in  developing  countries  where  the  diseases  which  cause 
blindness  are  likely  to  be  infectious;  in  developed  nations  blindness  is 
generally  due  to  non-infectious  conditions  which  are  degenerative  in  nature 
or  caused  by  accident  or  inheritance. 

Over  half  the  blindness  in  the  world  is  preventable.  Although,  in  many 
cases,  the  exact  cause  of  blindness  is  either  unknown  or  has  not  been 
determined  approximately  one-third  of  all  cases.  A  few  diseases  have  been 
singled  out  as  major  causes  in  developing  countries  such  as  trachoma  (caused 
by  a  microorganism  called  a  rickesttsia);  onchocenasis  or  river  blindnes 
(caused  by  a  round  worm  transmitted  by  the  bite  of  a  certain  type  of  river- 
breeding  black  fly);  and  xerophthalmia;  (  vitamin  A  deficiency  disease  that 
can  cause  blindness  in  young  children).  Of  these  causes,  trachoma  is  believed 
to  be  the  most  preventable  cause  of  blindness. 

In  the  United  States  nearly  eleven  point  five  11.5  million  people  (or  one  in 
every  nineteen)  suffers  from  some  degree  of  vision  impairment.  Twelve 
percent  of  these  are  unable  to  see  well  enough  to  read  ordinary  newsprint 
even  with  the  aid  of  glasses;  another  four  percent  are  classified  as  legally 
blind.  Most  blind  persons  today  are  in  the  older  age  groups.  More  than  fifty 
percent  are  age  sixty-five  and  over  with  a  majority  of  these  over  eighty-five 
years  of  age.  The  leading  causes  of  blindness,  in  the  United  States  in  order  oi 
frequency  are:  glaucoma,  macular  degeneration,  senile  cataract,  optic  nerve 
atrophy,  diabetic  retinopathy  and  retinitis  pigmentosa.  This  accounts  for  fifty- 
one  percent  of  blind  people.  Much  has  been  done  to  prevent  blindness  in  the 
newborn  but  there  are  still  a  number  of  infants  with  vision  problems,  and 
some  are  linked  with  other  physical  disorders  due  to  them  being  born 
premature,  retinopathy  of  prematurity  (ROP)  is  still  a  major  problem  in 
premature  births. 
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The  United  Nations  has  done  much  in  the  prevention  of  blindness.  It  has 
organized  programs  to  control  breeding  areas  where  sight-destroying  insects 
live  and  established  rehabilitation  and  sight  restoration  programs  with  other 
national  and  international  agencies  and  organizations.  In  addition  the  UN 
has  organized  numerous  conferences  on  blindness  and  its  causes. 


Argentina  1985     National  Campaign  for  the  Prevention 

of  Blindness 

Austria  1990     "Christ  Healing  the  Sick"  by 

Rembrandt 

(There  may  be  a  blind  man  being 
healed) 

Bangladesh  1976     Nutrition  and  prevention 

Belgium  1976     "Parable  of  the  Blind"  by  P.  Bruegel. 

By  looking  at  the  eyes  of  the  blind, 
ophthalmologists  can  tell  the  eye 
disorders  of  those  depicted. 

Bophuthatswana  1985     Jesus  healing    a  blind  man. 

Brazil  1976     "Foresight  Prevents  Blindness" 

Brazil  1978     Red  Cross  services  including  Eye  Care 

China  1976     Cataract  surgery  and  patient  threading 

needle  after  Cataract  operation. 

Columbia  1993     Lions  Campaign    for  the  Prevention  oi 

Amblyopia 

Costa  Rica  1981     Eye  bank 

Cuba  1976     'Foresight  Prevents  Blindness" 

World  Health  Day.  Eye  and  microbes 
that  cause  trachoma. 

Cyprus  1976     "Foresight  Prevents  Blindness" 

World  Health  Day  &  eye. 
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Dominican  R. 

Dominican  R. 

Egypt 

Egypt 
Ethiopia 
Germany  D.R. 

Germany  D.R. 

Ghana 

Ghana 

Ghana 
Ghana 

Greece 
Greece 

Grenada 

Guinea 

Guinea 


1974  Fight  against  Diabetes.  World  Health 
Day. 

1991     Cornea  bank. 

1976     "Foresight  Prevents  Blindness". 
World  Health  Day. 

1988     Diabetic  care,  World  Health  Day. 

1975  Jesus  giving  sight  to  the  blind. 

1975  Industrial  eye  damage— Protective 
glasses. 

1981     Ebers  Papyrus-includes  treatment  of 
eye  disorders. 

1976  "Foresight  Prevents  Blindness"-Eye 
examination.  World  Health  Day. 

1976     "Foresight  Prevents  Bhndness"- 
Entomologist  working  on  river 
blindness. 

1976     "Foresight  Prevents  Blindness"-Eye. 

1976     "Foresight  Prevents  Blindness- 
Checking  the  effects  of  insecticide  on 
black  fly  population. 

1983     Odysseus  blinding  Polyhemus. 

1993     15th  Anniv.  of  the  Ophthalmology 
Hospital  in  Athens. 

1968     Cornea  transplant. 

1960     Eye  examination. 

1991     Ophthamologist  performing  eye 

examination  (bottom  left  of  Souvenir 
Sheet) 
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Guyana 
Guyana 


Hungary 


India 


India 


Indonesia 


Iran 


Iraq 


Israel 


1993  Mobile  eye  clinic,  75th  Anniv  of  Lions. 

1994  Disney  characters  at  work: 
Optometrist.  Shows  Grumpy 

the  optometrist  giving  an  exam 
to  Goofy. 

1971     Blinding  of  Vazul. 

1976     "Foresight  Prevents  Blindness" 
World  Health  Day. 

1987     Centenary  of  service  to  the  blind: 
Symbolic  eye  donation. 

1976     "Foresight  Prevents  Blindness" 
World  Health  Day. 

1976     "Foresight  Prevents  Blindness" 
World  Health  Day. 

1976     "Foresight  Prevents  Blindness" 
World  Health  Day. 

1975      Industrial  safety— welder  using  safety 
mask. 


Jersey 


Korea 


Kuwait 


Liberia 


Libya 


1991     Eye  examination  being  given  by 

Dr.  B.B.O.  Mmbaga,  ophthalmologist 
at  Dodma  Regional  Hospital 
Tanzania.    Eye  care,  Tanzania. 

1976     "Foresight  Prevents  Blindness" 
World  Health  Day. 

1976     "Foresight  Prevents  Blindness" 
World  Health  Day. 

1987      Shakespeare's  play  'King  Lear'  in 
which  the  Duke  of  Gloucester  is 
blinded. 

1976     "Foresight  Prevents  Blindness" 
World  Health  Day. 


13 


Madagascar 

Mali 

Malta 
Mexico 

Monaco 
Netherlands  Antilles 

Niger 

Pakistan 
Panama 
Portugal 
Portugal 
Rhodesia 


St.  Vincent 


St.  Vincent 


1976     "Foresight  Prevents  Blindness" 
World  Health  Day. 

1976  "Foresight  Prevents  Blindness" 

World  Health  Day. 

1993      Lions  "Sight  First"  campaign. 

1993    Centennial  of  the  Mexican  Association 
of  Ophthalmology. 

1958     Miracle  of  sight  at  Lourdes. 

1996     50th  Anniv.  of  Curacao  Lions  Club- 
list  of  services  to  community 
including  glaucoma  screening. 

1977  "Foresight  Prevents  Blindness"-Fight 
against  River  Blindness.    World 
Health  Day. 

1976     "Foresight  Prevents  Blindness" 
World  Health  Day. 

1987      Panama    50th  Anniv.  Lions  Club 
Eye  bank. 

1976     "Foresight  Prevents  Blindness"- 

Mother  examining  her  baby's  eyes. 

1976     "Foresight  Prevents  Blindness"- 
Welder  with  goggles. 

1975     Occupational  safety:  17  l/2c  -  Eye  glass 
safety  14c  -  Industrial  eye  safety 
Shows  on  the  right  a  welder's  safety 
mask  and  on  the  left,  a  blind  man 
with  white  cane. 

1990     Lions:  education  on  diabetes  and 
blood  sugar  testing  machine. 

1992     Lions:  Doctor  using  ophthalmoscope. 
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Saudi  Arabia  1976     "Foresight  Prevents  Blindness" 

World  Health  Day. 

Sharjah  &  Dependencies  1971     Jesus  healing  a  blind  man. 

Sierra  Leone  1989     Shakespeare's  play  "King  Lear"  in 

which  the  Duke  of  Gloucester  is 
blinded. 

Sri  Lanka  1982     Sight  Conservation  Eye  Donation 

Society. 

Swaziland  1976     "Foresight  Prevents  Blindness" 

Malnutrition;  World  Health  Day. 

Swaziland  1976     "Foresight  Prevents  Blindness"  Eye 

operation;  World  Health  Day. 

Swaziland  1976     "Foresight  Prevents  Blindness" 

Trachoma;  World  Health  Day. 

Swaziland  1976     "Foresight  Prevents  Blindness" 

Medicine;  World  Health  Day. 

Tanzania  1988     Eye  operation  at  the  Matibabu  Ya 

Macho  Eye  Camp 

Tanzania  1992     Lions  75th  Anniv.  Giving  a  person 

a  pair  of  eye  glasses. 

Thailand  1979     Cornea  transplant. 

Thailand  1985     Cornea  transplant-reissue  of  previous 

stamp. 

Togo  1976     "Foresight  Prevents  Blindness"  River 

Blindness;  World  Health  Day. 

Togo  1976     "Foresight  Prevents  Blindness"  Eye 

exam;  World  Health  Day. 

Tunisia  1976     "Foresight  Prevents  Blindness" 

World  Health  Day. 
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Tunisia  1986     Behcet's  Disease/ Dr.  Hulusi  Behcet. 

Turkey  1988     Organ  donations--  heart,  eye  and 

kidneys. 

United  Arab  R  1961     Eye-World  Health  Day. 

United  Arab  R  1971     Nesy  Ra  Papyrus-Diabetes. 

Upper  Volta  1971     Fight  against  river  blindness. 

Upper  Volta  1976     "Foresight  Prevents  Blindness"  Fight 

against  river  blindness;  World  Health 
Day. 

Uruguay  1976     "Foresight  Prevents  Blindness" 

World  Health  Day. 


Causes  and  Prevention  of  Blindness:  Ophthalmology,  Ophthalmologists 

and  Scientists. 


Australia  1995      Sir  Edward  'Weary'  Dunlop, 

Soldier  surgeon  who 
helped  the  sick  while  a 
POW  in  Japanese  camps, 
including  the  blind  and  visually 
impaired. 

Australia  1995      Fred  Hollows  (1929-1993) 

Ophthalmologist. 

Bangladesh  1991      14th  Anniversary  of  Sanhani,  a 

voluntary  institution 
of  medical  and  dental  students.    Shows 
an  eye  and  a  blind  person  with  a 
mobility  cane  symbolizing 
posthumous  eye  donations. 
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Bangladesh 


China 


Costa  Rica 


Finland 


Germany  D.R. 


Germany  D.R. 


Germany 
Germany 

Germany-Berlin 
Greece 

Grenada-Grenadines 


1991  N.M.  Munier  Chowdury  (1925-1971) 
Ophthalmologist 

1992  Tang  Feifan  (1877-1958)  microbiologist 
best  known  for  his  work  with 
trachoma. 

1981       Dr.  Ablelardo  Rojoas  founder  of  the 
Eye  Bank  in  Costa  Rica 

1989       Professor  Ragnar  Granit  (1900-) 

Nobel  prize  winner  for  his  work  on 

the  eye  and  its  capacity  to  see  colors 
Issued  for  the  "Conference  on 

Physiology".  Depicted:  The  eye; 
different  colors  referring  to  the 

research  made  by  Prof.  Grant  and 

a  profile  of  Prof.  Granit. 

1950       Dr.  Hermann  von  Helmholtz  (1821- 
1894)  eminent  German  physiologist. 
Famous  as  the  inventor  of  the 
ophthalmoscope. 

1978      Dr.  Albrecht  von  Graefe  (1828-1870) 

Among  his  many  contributions  to  the 
field  of  ophthalmology  was  his 
discovery  of  the  failure  of  the  eyelid  to 
follow  the  eye  when  it  is  rolled 
downward  (von  Graefe  sign).  He  was 
one  of  the  world's  great  eye  surgeons. 

1986       Vocational  training:  Optician. 

1994      Dr.  Hermann  von  Helmholtz  (1821- 
1894)  100th  Anniversary   of  his  death 

1971       Dr.  von  Helmholtz 

1981     50th  Anniversary  of  Greek 
Ophthalmologists  Society 

1995     100th  Anniversary  of  Nobel 

Prize— souvenir  sheet  includes 
Allvar  Gullstrand  (1862-1930) 


17 


Hungary 


Hungary 


Hungary 

India 

Libya 

Malta 

Malta 


Mexico 

Netherlands  Indies 

Oman 

Philippines 

Russia 

Seychelles 

Spain 


1972     Stamp  honors  eminent  Hungarian 
ophthalmologists:  Dr.  Joseph  Imre 
Dr.  Emil  Grosz  and  Dr.  Laszlo 
Blaskovicz. 

1972     Stamp  honors  eminent 
ophthalmologists- 
Dr.  Allvar  Gullstrand-Sweden; 
Dr.  Vladimir  Filatov  -    Russia; 
and  Dr.  Jules  Gonin-  Switzerland. 

1987     Amboise  Pare-did  much  to  render 
popular  the  use  of  glass  eyes. 

1992     Sir  Henry  Gigney  (1873-1942) 
Ophthamologist. 

1987  Testing  eyes. 

1974     Joseph  Barth-Ophthalmologist. 

1988  Sir  Lmgi  Preziosi  (1888  -1965) 
Ophthalmologist.    Devised  an  original 

operation  of  glaucoma 
'Preziosi  Operation'. 

1976     Dr.  Ricardo  Vertiz  -  Issued  for  the 
Centenary  of  Our  Lady  of  Light 
Ophthalmological  Hospital. 

1938     Nun  nurse  treating  patient 
with  eye  injury. 

1971  Eye  exam  being  given  (in  background). 

1976  Doctor  giving  eye  exam  -  IYDP. 

1962  Vladimir  Petrovich  Filatov. 

1970  Girl  with  glasses  and  eye  chart. 

1984     Dr.  Ignacio  Barraquer  (1884-1965) 
World  famous  ophthalmologist 
known  for  his  work  with  the  removal 
of  cataracts. 


IS 


Sweden 


Sweden 


Syria 


Transkei 


1971     Dr.  Allvar  Gullstrand  -  the  only 
ophthamologist  to  receive  a 
Nobel  Prize  (1911),  he  invented 
the  Slit  Lamp. 

1984     David  Hubel  and  Torsten  Wiesel- 
Nobel  Prize  Winners  for  their  work 
on  "The  Information  Processing  in  the 
System  of  Vision". 

1993     25th  Anniversary  of  the  Syrian 

Ophthalmological  Society  — PACO. 

1984     Nicholas  of  Cusa  (1401-1464)  Roman 
catholic  priest  who  invented  concave 
lens. 


Trinidad-Tobago 
Tunisia 


1968     Eye  exam  being  given. 

1986     Prof.  Hulusi  Behcet  (1889-1948) 

discovered  virus  causing  Behcet's 
Disease. 


United  States 


1993    Percy  L.  Julian  (1899-1975) 

Chemist  who  made  synthetic 
physotigmine,  used  to  treat 
glaucoma. 


Causes  and  Prevention  of  Blindness:  Ophthalmological  Congresses  and 

Conventions 


Austria 


1979     10th  Congress  of  the  International 
Diabetes  Federation. 


Chile 


Dominican  R. 


1977     XI  Pan-Amer.  Ophthalmogical 
Congress. 

1987     16th  Pan-Amer,  Ophthalmological 
Congress. 


w 


Egypt 

India 

Italy 

Japan 

Mexico 

Syria 

Tunisia 

United  Arab  R. 

United  States  of  America 


1937     15th  Ophthalmogical  Congress. 

1952     19th  International  Ophthalmological 
Congress. 

1986     25th  International  Ophthalmological 
Congress. 

1978     23rd  International  Ophthalmological 
Congress. 

1970     21st  International  Ophthalmological 
Congress. 

1993     Second  International  PACO 
Conference. 

1980     7th  Afro/Asian  Congress  of 
Ophthalmology. 

1958     1st  Afro/Asian  Congress  of 
Ophthalmology. 

1993    Percy  L.  Julian  (1899-1975) 

Chemist  who  made  synthetic 
physostigmine,  used  to  treat 
glaucoma. 
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First  introduced  in  1825  by  a  young  Frenchman  named  Louis  Braille,  our 
present  system  oi  touch  reading  evolved  from  an  eight-dot  "night-writing" 
code  created  by  Charles  Barbier  for  the  French  army.  Barbier's  system  was 
composed  entirely  o^  raised  dots.  Louis  Braille's  alphabet  had  manv 
advantages  over  other  tactile  reading  systems  of  the  day.  The  six-dot 
configuration  had  great  flexibility  and  the  characters  could  be  quickly 
recognized  by  touch.  An  all-dot  reading  system  also  had  the  distict 
advanatage  of  being  able  to  be  written  by  hand,  making  Braille's  system 
particularly  well-suited  for  use  by  individuals.  With  the  invention  of  the 
slate  and  stylus,  blind  persons  became  truly  literate  for  the  first  time. 

Today,  braille  is  truly  a  worldwide  system.  After  numerous  international 
conferences  and  through  the  efforts  of  many  hard-working  individuals,  blind 
persons  in  nearly  every  country  of  the  world  can  enjoy  the  benefits  of  being 
able  to  read  and  write  independently.  To  further  illustrate  the  universality  of 
the  braille  system,  it  is  worth  noting  that  the  same  six-dot  cell  is  used  to 
represent  languages  with  an  oral  rather  than  a  written  tradition. 

Through  the  years,  braille  writing  devices  have  evolved  into  some  very 
sophisticated  pieces  of  equipment.  Louis  Braille's  slate  consisted  of  two  parts; 
the  top  part  was  a  two-line  mental  guide  with  the  familiar  cell  openings,  and 
the  bottom  part  a  very  thick  piece  of  wood  with  only  horizontal  grooves  in 
stead  of  now-familiar  pits.  The  braille  slate—a  writing  device  that  allows  an 
individual  to  press  with  a  sharp  instrument  to  form  the  braille  dots— is 
practical  and  well-suited  to  a  variety  of  purposes  as  well  as  being  inexpensive, 
portable,  quite  to  use,  and  requiring  little,  if  any,  repair.  Because  they  are 
fairly  simple  to  make,  braille  slates  are  still  the  primary  braille  writing  tools  in 
the  world  today. 
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Sometime  after  the  invention  of  braille,  efforts  were  underway  to  develop 
a  mechanical  braille  writer  that  could  produce  the  braille  characters  when 
keys  were  depressed  in  various  combinations. ...the  first  mass-produced  braille 
writer  was  not  available  until  the  1890s. 

In  recent  years,  devices  that  can  display  and  print  braille  electronically 
have  come  into  common  usage  in  Japan,  North  America,  and  Western 
Europe.  Such  devices  often  include  information-handling  features  that  allow 
editing  and  quick  retrieval  of  material,  giving  blind  persons  an  ability  to  use 
braille  in  a  variety  oi  working  environments  with  greater  fLexibilty  and 
success  than  ever  before.  Through  such  electronic  devices,  blind  persons  now 
have  direct  access  to  the  growing  mass  of  data  that  is  electronically  stored  by 
the  general  public  and  many  kinds  of  professionals.  Braille  materials  can 
now  be  created  by  persons  with  little  or  no  knowledge  of  braille,  so  that  a 
greater  quantity  of  braille  is  available  today  than  ever  before  in  history. 
Unfortunately,  two  factors  continue  to  impede  mass  introduction  of  these 
devices  throughout  the  world;  high  cost  and  a  requirement  of  a  fair  degree  of 
technial  sophistication  for  their  use. 

The  widespread  use  of  recorded  materials  by  blind  persons  has  shaken  the 
foundations  of  braille,  but  braille  is  weathering  the  storm.  Despite  the  easy 
access  to  print  that  recorded  materials  provides,  for  both  information  and 
recreation,  it  cannot  replace  braille  as  the  basis  for  literacy.  To  be  literate  one 
must  learn  the  conventions  of  a  written  language-its  structure,  spelling,  and 
punctuation.  Braille's  advantage  over  recorded  material  also  include 
immediate  and  random  access  to  the  written  word,  skimming,  labeling,  filing, 
reading  tables,  and  reading  technical  materials.  And,  finally,  braille  is  the 
only  viable  reading  method  available  to  deaf-blind  persons. 


The  Braille  System:  An  Evolution  oi  Literacy 
by  Judith  M.  Dixon  1990 
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Antigua  &  Barbuda  1988      Centenary  of  The  Salvation  Agmy. 

Shows  a  teacher  with  a  blind  Girl 
in  Zambia  using  a  Perkins  Braille 
Writer. 

Australia  1985     125th  Anniv.    of  the  Royal  New  South 

Wales  Institute  for  Deaf  and  Blind 
Children,  (envelope)  Shows  two 
students  reading  braille. 

Barbados  1981      Blind  girl  using  a  Perkins  Brailler  to 

write  braille. 

Barbuda  1981     Braille  spelling  out  I.Y.D.P. 

Belgium  1962     Braille  book  reader. 

Belgium  1975     Hand  reading  braille— 100th    Anniv. 

of  Braille  System. 

Brazil  1954     Benjamin  Constant  with  braille 

reader. 

Brazil  1974     5th  World  Assembly  of  the  World 

Council  for  the  Welfare  of  the  Blind, 
Sao  Paulo,  August  7,  1974.    (First  stamp 
embossed  with  braille). 

Brazil  1979     150th  Anniv.  of  first  braille  books. 

(Embossed  with  braille). 

Brunei  1981     Braille  alphabet-IYDP. 

China  1985     Hands  reading  braille 

Croatia  1995     Hands  reading  braille. 

Centenary  of  the  Institute 
for  Blind  Children. 

Cyprus  1990     International  Literacy  Year.    Hands 

reading  braille. 

Denmark  1986     Hands  reading  braille— 75th  Anniv. 

Danish  Society  for  the  Blind. 
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Denmark  1990     "Town  for  Everybody"  Fredericia, 

founded  in  1650.  The  stamp  has  the 
inscription  "Danmark  3.50"  in  braille 
(embossed). 

Dominica  1981     Elevator  buttons  with  braille.  (IYDP). 

Finland  1992     Set  of  3  showing   butterflies  with 

embossed  braille  on  each,  "ARLA 
100".   Issued  for  the  centennial  of  the 
ARLA  Institute— the  Finnis  vocational 
training  center  for  the  blind  in 
Helsinki. 

France  1989     Print  braille  and  V.  Hauy  in  Braille. 

Centennial  of  the  Association 
Valentin  Hauy. 

Germany  D.R.  1975     Hands  reading  braille. 

Ghana  1972     Blind  boy  reading  braille  book. 

Ghana  1982     Blind  girl  reading  braille. 

Ghana  1982     Souvenir  Sheet  has  words 

"International  Year  of  Disabled 
Persons"  in  Braille  and  Moon  Type. 

G.  Britain  1993     Ten  Pound  Stamp.    The  word  "Ten" 

embossed  in  Braille. 

Grenada  1981     Blind  teacher  teaching  braille. 

IYPD. 

Guyana  1981     Blind  boy  learning  braille. 

IYPD. 

Hong  Kong  1988     Blind  young  man  using  a  Perkins 

Braillewriter. 

India  1987     Centenary  of  services  to  the  blind: 

Shows  blind  boy  and  braille.    Braille  is 
in  English  and  says  HOPE. 

Indonesia  1956     Blind  boy  reading  braille. 
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Isle  of  Man  1986     Snowflakes  in  braille  "Peace  and 

Goodwill. .Peace  and  Goodwill..." 
50th  Anniv.  Manx  Blind  Welfare 
Society. 

Japan  1988     16th  World  Congress  of  Rehabilitation 

International.    Embossed  on  the  stamp 
in  Japanese  braille  is  the  word 
'Rehabilitation". 

Japan  1990     Centenary  of  Japanese  Braille.   Hand 

reading  the  Japanese  word  "Tenji"  for 
braille  in  Japanese  braille  (both  print 
and  embossed). 

Jordan  1981     Hands  reading  braille. 

Korea  1981     Hands  reading  braille. 

IYPD. 

Libya  1973     The  blind's  role  in  society—  evolution. 

Malaysia  1990     A  B  C  in  Braille  (bottom  right  hand 

Conner).  (International  Literacy  Year). 

Mali  1977     Hands  reading  a  braille  book. 

Mali  1982     Braille  (some  braille  in  design). 

Mauritius  1980     Helen  Keller  reading  a  braille  book. 

Mauritius  1990     Visually  impaired  girl  writing  braille 

with  a  slate  and  stylus.    (International 
Literacy  Year). 

Morocco  1969     Hands  reading  braille. 

(Week  of  the  Blind) 

Netherlands  1931     Blind  girl  reading  a  braille  book. 

Netherlands  1975     Fingers  reading  braille.    150th  Anniv. 

of  Braille. 
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Netherlands 


Neth.  Antillles 


1985     Braille  letters  K.N.G.F.  (Konichlyn 
Nederlands  Gelenhonderfonds) 
and  the  Netherlands  first  guide  dog. 

1981     Braille,  (some  braille  in  design) 
IYPD. 


New  Zealand 


Peru 
Portugal 

Russia 


1989     Centenary  of  the  Royal  New  Zealand 
Foundation  for  the  Blind.    Design  in 
left  hand  concer  includes  the  word 
"Hope"  in  braille.  (Pre-stamped 
envelope). 

1976     Braille.  150th.  Anniv.  of  Braille. 

1976     Blind  woman  reading  braille. 
World  Health  Day. 

1959     Has  some  braille  under  a  picture  of 
Louis  Braille. 


Saint  Lucia 
Salvador 

San  Marino 


Saudi  Arabia 
Saudi  Arabia 
Spain 

South  Africa 


1981     Setting  up  a  braille  book. 

1981     Elevator  buttons  with  braille— 
IYDP. 

1960     Finis  Davis  was  vice  president  and 
general  manager  of  the  American 
Printing  House  for  the  Blind.   APH  is 
a  national  organization  for  the 
production  and  the  manufacture  of 
educational  aids  for  the  blind  and 
visually  impaired. 

1975     Hands  reading  braille. 

1981     Blind   man  reading  braille. 

1988    50th.  Anniv,  ONCE  the  National 

Organization  for  the  Blind  in  Spain. 
ONCE  is  printed  in  braille. 

1981     Blind    student  from  the  Worcester 

School  Reading  a  braille  book/Braille 
(some  braille  in  design).  Centenary  of 
the  Institute  for  the  Deaf  and  Blind. 
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Surinam  1981     Blind  girl  reading  braille. 

Swaziland  1976     Braille  (some  braille  in  design). 

World  Health  Day. 

Swaziland  1981     Blind  boy  learning  braille. 

Thailand  1989     "Paint  by  Touch"— painting 

made  by  students  at  the  Bangkok 
School  for  the  Blind,  on  some 
their  is  the  name  of  the  student  in 
braille. 

Transkei  1977     Hands  reading  braille. 

United  Arab  R  1961     Hand  reading  braille. 

United  Arab  R  1961     Hands  reading  braille. 

World  Health  Day. 

United  States  1981     Hands  reading  braille. 

Embossed  envelope. 

Uruguay  1976     Braille.  150th  Anniv.  of  Braille. 

Uruguay  1983     Embossed  in  braille  "Feliz  Navidad' 

(Merry  Christmas). 

Venezuela  1980     H.K.  (stands  for  Helen  Keller)  in 

braille  (embossed). 

Yemen,  Peoples  Republic  1981     Blind  man  using  a  Perkins 

Braillewriter. 

Zaire  1981     Braille  (some  braille  in  design). 

IYDP. 
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Louis  Braille  was  born  January  4,  1809  in  the  French  village  of  Coupvray, 
about  28  miles  from  Paris.  His  father  was  a  local  harness  maker.  One  day, 
when  Louis  was  three  years  old,  he  was  playing  in  his  father's  workshop. 
Picking  up  one  oi  the  sharp,  tools  he  tried  to  imitate  his  father's  work  when 
the  tool,  suddenly  slipped  and  went  into  his  eye.  Infection  soon  spread  from 
one  eye  to  the  other  and  he  became  completely  blind.  When  he  was  ten,  he 
obtained  a  scholarship  to  the  Institute  for  Blind  Youths  in  Paris.  As  a  student 
he  was  introduced  to  a  system  of  writing  called  Night  Writing  which  had 
been  developed  by  a  French  army  officer,  Charles  Barbier.  Barbier  had  adapted 
his  system  for  the  blind  renaming  it  'Sonography'.  After  three  years  oi 
working  with  sonography,  Braille  developed  the  system  which  bears  his 
name  in  1825.    At  the  time,  he  was  only  fifteen  years  old. 

Louis  Braille  later  became  a  teacher  at  the  same  school  where  he  had  been  a 
student.  Although  there  was  some  interest  shown  at  the  school  in  his  form  oi 
writing,  little  was  done  to  develop  it.  At  the  school,  he  taught  music,  history, 
geometry  and  algebra.  He  was  also  the  organist  at  a  local  church  in  Paris.  For 
many  years  Louis  Braille  suffered  from  tuberculosis,  which  he  contracted 
when  he  was  26.  He  died  on  January  26,  1852  in  Paris  and  his  body  was 
brought  back  to  Coupvray.  On  June  21,  1952  the  saddler's  son  was  the 
recipient  of  France's  highest  honor  when  his  bones  entered  their  glorious 
resting  place  in  the  Pantheon  in  Paris-resting  among  the  nation's  greatest. 
His  hands  were  left  in  his  grave  in  Coupvray. 

At  the  time  of  his  death,  few  had  knowledge  of  his  system.  Not  until  two 
years  after  Braille's  death  did  the  Institute  for  Blind  Youths  accept  the  Braille 
System;  until  the  20th  century  that  the  Braille  sytem  oi  writing  became 
universally  accepted  as  the  writing  and  reading  system  for  the  blind 
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Issues  depicting  Louis  Braille 


Antigua  &  Barbuda 

1992 

Argentina 

1935 

Argentina 

1976 

Barbuda 

1982 

France 

1948 

Germany  D.R 

1975 

Guyana 

1981 

Luxembourg 

1977 

Mali 

1977 

Panama 

1981 

Peru 

1976 

Russia 

1959 

Saint  Lucia 

1981 

Uruguay 

1976 
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The  majority  of  blind  and  visually  impaired  children  in  the  United  States 
(and  an  increasing  number  world-wide)  attend  regular  public  schools  since 
the  latter  part  of  the  19th  century.   This  is  a  marked  change  from  earlier  years 
when  most    attended  residential  schools  for  the  blind. 

The  first  school  for  the  blind  was  started  in  Paris  by  Valentin  Hauy   in  1784 
and  is  still  in  operation.    Louis  Braille,  a  student  and  later  a  teacher  at  that 
school,  invented  the  raised  dot  code  that  bears  his  name.    In  1829  the  first 
school  for  the  blind  in  the  United  States  was  founded  in  Boston  (now  the 
Perkins  School  for  the  Blind).   Today,  laws  such  as  the  IDEA  Act  (early  1990's) 
mandate  that  all  handicapped  students  should  be  "provided  with  a  free  and 
appropriate  education  in  the  least  restrictive  environment." 

"Residential  schools  have  undergone  considerable  change,  turning  from 
"closed  schools"  to  "open  schools"  which  stressing  community  cooperation, 
parent  involvement,  and  providing  for  exchange  o(  students  with  public 
schools  as  the  students'  readiness  and  available  facilities  permit.  "  Some  have 
become  primarily  resource  centers,  while  others  are  working  mainly  with 
children  who  are  multiply  handicapped. 

Widespread  use  oi  low-vision  aids  (including  closed  circuit  television 
systems)  has  enabled  many  low  vision  children  to  more  effectively  use  their 
residual  vision.  A  greater  volume  of  large  print  materials  is  now  available 
for  these  students.  In  addition,  blind  and  partially  sighted  students  are 
increasingly  having  available  computerized  systems  with  voice  and  braille 
outputs.  These,  along  with  the  more  traditional  means  such  as  cassette 
materials  from  library  systems  like  the  National  Library  Service  for  the  Blind 
and  Physically  Handicapped  and  from  private  non-profit  agencies  like 
Recording  for  the  Blind  and  the  Dyslexic,  have  made  more  accessible  needed 
course  materials.  Sighted  volunteer  readers  still  provide  a  useful  service  but 
modern  technology  has  lessened  this  dependence. 

Things  have  certainly  changed  from  two  hundred  years  ago  when  few 
blind  young  people  were  ever  educated.  Recent  technological  advances  and 
changes  in  societies'  attitudes  have  made  the  change  form  segregation  to 
integration.  The  greater  acceptance  of  blind  students  into  regular  classes  with 
their  sighted  peers  will  have  long  term  effects  on  how  society  views  the  blind. 
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Australia 


Australia 


Barbados 


Benin 


1985     125th  Anniv.  of  The  Royal  New 

South  Wales  Institute  for  the  Deaf  and 
Blind  Children— pre-stamped 
envelope. 

1988     The  illustration  on  the  Christmas 
aerogramme  was  produced  by  a 
student  at  the  Carronbank  School  for 
Deaf-Blind  Children  in  Glen  Waverly, 
Victoria.   She  is  legally  deaf-blind, 
having  no  sight  in  one  eye,  impaired 
vision  in  the  other  and  is  hearing 
impaired. 

1981     Blind  girl  using  Perkins  Brailler 
the  most  used  mechanical 
braillewriting  device  by  students. 

1978     1st.  Anniv.  of  the  death  of  Raoul 
Follereau,  Educator  of  the  blind. 

1987     R.  Follereau  &  G.  Hansen—  leprosy 
education. 


Brazil 


1954     Benjamin  Constant  with  braille 
reader.  He  was  a  teacher  at  the 
National  School  for  the  Blind  for  nine 
years  and  director  for  twenty  years. 
When  the  Brazilian  republic  was 
proclaimed  in  1889  he  left  the  school 
to  fill  a  political  position.    When  he 
died,  the  institution's  name  was 
changed  from  the  Imperial  Institute 
for  Blind  Children  to  the  Benjamin 
Constant  Institute  for  the  Blind. 


Burkina  Faso 
(Upper  Volta) 

Congo  Republic 

Croatia 


1987     Raoul  Follereau. 


1987    Raoul  Follereau. 


1995     Centenary  of  the  Institute  for  Blind 
Children. 


Cyprus 


1994     Persons  with  Special  Needs 
Includes  a  blind  person. 
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Egypt  1973     Issued  for  the  Light  and  Hope  Society 

for  Blind  Girls. 

France  1938     Blind  student  and  nurse. 

France  1959     Valentin  Hauy  (1745-1822). 

Called  "The  Father  of  the  Blind".    He 
developed  a  raised  letter  method  of 
reading,  established  first  school  for  the 
blind  in  the  world,  :L'Institution 
Nationale  de  Jeunes  Aveugles"  in  1784 
Spread  the  idea  that  blind  children 
could  be  educated  widely  in  Europe, 
from  which  it  was  spread  to  other 
parts  of  the  world. 

France  1984     Denis  Diderot  (1713-1784) 

Made  an  in-depth  study,  based  largely 
on  the  observation  and  conservation 
of  one  blind  man,  first  published  as  a 
"Letter  on  the  blind"  and  later  a  part 
of  his  great  encyclopedia.   Diderot 
anticipated  modern  thought  about 
blindness  with  a  number  of 
apperceptions:  that  the  senses  of  the 
blind  are  not  especially  sharpened  by 
the  loss  of  sight,  but  the  loss  of  sight 
compels  increased  use  of  the 
remaining  senses;  that  education 
ought  to  be  built  on  what  the  blind 
man  has  rather  than  on  what  he  has 
lost;  and  above  all  else  that  he  should 
keep  active  all  possible  contacts  with 
the  objective  world.    Diderot  also 
suggested  that  a  deaf-blind  individual 
could  be  educated.   Through  virtually 
the  thinking  oi  an  "armchair 
psychologist,"  Diderot's  essay 
continues  as  one  of  the  masterpieces  of 
the  literature  of  blindness. 

France  1987     Raoul  Follereau 

France  1989     Centennial  of  the  Association 

Valentin  Hauy. 
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Gabon 
Ghana 
Greece 
Greece 


Grenada 
Grenada-Grenadines 

Guyana 
India 

India 

Indonesia 
Indonesia 

Iran 

Israel 


Ivory  Coast 
Ivory  Coast 


1987     Raoul  Follereau. 

1982     Blind  girl  reading  braille. 

1977    School  for  the  Blind  in  Thessaloniki. 

1987     Pictures  University  of  Athens— 
the  university  which  the  second 
director  of  Perkins,  Michael  Anagnos 
attended. 

1981     Blind  teacher  teaching  braille. 

1981     Amelia  Earhart  was  a  volunteer  at  the 
Perkins  School  for  the  Blind. 

1981     Blind  boy  learning  braille. 

1987     Centenary  of  Service  to  the  Blind:  boy 
with  braille  and  a  computer. 

1994     Centenary  oi  the  Calcutta  Blind 
School. 

1956    Blind  boy  using  a  raised  map. 

1956     Blind  boy  reading  braille  in  a 
classroom 

1964     Issued  to  commemorate  the  opening 
of  Iran's  Institute  for  the  Blind. 

1991     Souvenir  Sheet  Issued  for  "The  Postal 
and  Philatelic  Museum."    Shown  in 
bottom  right  corner  of  postal  item 
from  Israelite  Blmden-Institute, 
Jerusalem  (Palestine),  September  16, 
1909?   this  is  now  the  Jewish 
Institute  for  the  Blind. 

1975     Raoul  Follereau  and  blind  students. 

1979     Raoul  Follereau. 


33 


Jamaica  1987     The  Salvation  Army  School  for  the 

Blind. 

Libya  1973    The  blind's  role  in  society  evolution. 

Maldives  1993     Painting  by  Jean  Honors  "Denis 

Diderot". 

Mali  1987  Raoul  Follereau. 

Mauritania  1978  Raoul  Follereau. 

Netherlands  1931  Blind  girl  reading  braille. 

Niuafo'ou  1988  Amelia  Earthart. 

Panama  1961  Helen  Keller  School  for  the  Blind. 

Romania  1985  Amelia  Earhart. 

St.  Vincent  1987     175th  Anniv.  of  Charles  Dickens. 

Dickens  played  an  important  part  in 
the  education  of  the  blind,  by 
providing  books  for  the  blind  and 
writing  about  the  education  of  Laura 
Bndgman  at  Perkins,  the  first  deaf- 
blind  to  be  educated. 

St.  Vincent  1990     Young  blind  girl  going  to  school  being 

met  by  her  teacher. 

South  Africa  1981     Centennial  of  the  Worcester  Institute 

for  the  Blind,    (now  the  Pioneer 
School)— blind  student  reading  braille. 

Surinam  1981     Blind  girl  reading  braille. 

Sweden  1981      Blind  boy  using  a  raised  globe. 

Thailand  1989     Four  "paintings"  made  by  blind  Thai 

students  at  the  Bangkok  School  for 
the  Blind  using    colored  plasticine  and 
"coded  colors  box".    "Floating  Market" 

,  "Flying  Birds",  "Little  Mermaid"  and 

"Golden  Fish". 
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Turks  &  Caicos 


1970     Centennial  of  Charles  Dickens. 


United  States 
United  States 

Wallis  &  Futuna 


1963     Amelia  Earhart. 

1987    Julia  Ward  Howe,  wife  of  Dr.  Howe- 
First  Director  of  the  Perkins  School  for 
the  Blind. 

1984     Denis  Diderot. 


I  i  <  if  i  nuiiuii 


100  YEARS  OF  SERVICE  TO  THE  BLINI 
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Lions  Club  International  is  an  international  association  composed  of 
mostly  business,  professional,  and  other  men  and  women  and  young  people. 
A  major  focus  is  in  helping   blind  and  the  visually  impaired  people.    They 
work  through  direct  agency  sponsorship  or  in  cooperation  with  other 
agencies. 

Local  clubs  provide  mobility  canes,  dog  guides,  and  eye  health  services 
such  as  low  vision  aids  and  eyeglasses.   They  also  assist  the  newly  blinded  to 
learn  braille,  furnish  braille  and  large  print  materials,  and  other  aids  and 
appliances.    They  sponsor  and  support  many  eye  research  and  prevention 
programs  as  well  as  eye  banks,  educational  programs  (from  preschool  blind 
children  through  adult  rehabilitation)  and  recreational  and  placement 
services.    In  all  aspects  oi  blindness  Lions  are  daily  living  up  to  the  appeal 
Helen  Keller  made  to  the  Lions  at  the  1925  National  Convention  in  Cedar 
Point,  Ohio. 


"I  appeal    to  you,  you  who  have  your  sight,  your  hearing, 
you  who  are  strong  and  brave  and  kind.    Will  you  not 
constitute  yourselves  Knights  of  the  Blind  in  this  crusade 
against  darkness?" 


Note:    Only  Lions  issues  which  depict  something  relating  to  "Blindness  or  the 
Blind"  are  listed  in  this  section. 
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Botswana  1993     Person  helping  a  Blind  Person.  75th 

Anniv.  of  Lions. 

Chad  1967     To  publicize  Lions  work  for  the  Blind 

50th  Anniv.  of  Lions  International. 

China,  P.R.  1987     70th  Anniv.  Lions  International. 

Colombia  1967     Lions  Clubs. 

Colombia  1993     Prevention  of  Amblyopia.    Part  of 

Lions    campaign  for  the  prevention 
of  Amblyopia. 

Cyprus  1990     Lions  Club. 

Djibouti  1985     International  Service  Clubs—Lions. 

Dominica  1992      Helen  Keller.  Helen  Keller  challanged 

the  Lions  to  become  "Knights  of  the 
Blind."  Sight  First;  Lions  75th  Anniv. 

French  Polynesia  1990     30th  Anniv.  Lions  in  Papeete. 

Gabon  1987     30th  Anniv.  Lions  in  Gabon; 

70th  Lions  International. 

Grenadines    of  St.  Vincent  1992     Lions.  Blind  man  with  guide  dog 

sitting.    Blind  man  with  2;uide  dot! 
standing. 

Guyana  1993     Mobile  Eve  Clinic,  75th  Anniv.  of 

Lions. 

Mali  1982     Blindness  Day  and  Lions 

International. 

Mali  1988     Lions  Clubs  International  30 

Years  of  Service  (shown  among  the 
symbols  is  an  eve  for  Sight 
Conservation). 

Malta  1993     75th  Anniv.  oi  Lions. 

Netherlands  1996     50th  Anniv.  of  Curacao  Lions  Club- 

Antilles  List  of  services  to  community 


o/ 


including  glaucoma  screening. 

Panama  1961     Helen  Keller  School  for  the  Blind 

supported  by  Lions  Clubs. 

Panama  1987     50th  Anniversary  of  Panama  Lions 

Club.   Shows  local  Eye  Bank. 

St.  Vincent  1990     25th  Anniversary  of 

St..  Vincent  Lions  Club  includes 
issues  on  "We  Serve"  Sponsoring 
Scholarships  for  the  Blind;  Education 
on  Diabetes;  Purchase  of  blood  sugar 
testing  machines. 

St.  Vincent  1992     Lions  emblem  and  doctor,  using  an 

ophthalmoscope  "helping  people  with 
their  vision". 

San  Marino  I960     Finis  E.  Davis  Lions  International 

President.  Mr.  Davis  was  at  that  time 
vice  president  cind  general  manager 
of  the  American  Printing  House  for 
the  Blind,  Louisville,  Kentucky. 

Sri  Lanka  1982     Lions;  World  Project  for  Sight 

Conservation  and  Eye  Donation 
Society. 

Tanzania  1988     Lions-eye  operation 

Tanzania  1992     Lions;  Giving  a  person  a  pair  oi  eye 

glasses— Souvenir  Sheet. 

Turks  &  Caicos  1992     Lions;  Emblem  and  two  runners 

"Lions  Journey  for  Sight." 

Upper  Volta  1967     Lions;  Emblem  and  blind  man  and 

young  man. 

Upper  Volta  1969     Lions  Emblem,  Eye  and  Blind  Man 

To  publicize  the  12th  Congress  of 
District  403  of  Lions  International. 

In  addition  to  these  issues,the  Perkins  collection  includes  a  large    collection  of 
Letter  Seals,  many  of  which  have  been  issued  by  Lions  Clubs. 
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The  stick,  staff,  and  white  cane  have  been  used  by  the  blind  as  aids  in  their 
mobility  for  centuries.    This  alone  or  with  a  sighted  guide  has  been  the  main 
means  by  which  the  blind  have  traveled.   Today,  even  with  such  electronic 
devices  as  the  sonic  guides  and  laser  canes,  the  cane  is  still  the  most  used  aid. 
During  World  War  II,  Dr.  Richard  Hoover  developed  the  long  cane  and  a 
program  of  instruction  for  use  by  newly-blinded  U.S.  veterans.   This  has  been 
called  the  most  important  innovation  to  date  in  blind  travel.    It  is  taught  at 
most  rehabilitation  centers  and  schools  for  the  blind.    At  first,  orientation  and 
mobility  was  taught  to  adults  and  high  school  age  students;  today  the  basics  of 
O  &  M  is  taught  to  young  children  and,  as  their  skills  develop,  the  cane  is 
introduced.    Most  orientation  and  mobility  instructors  attended  college  to 
learn  their  skills.    In  the  United  States  many  take  a  graduate  degree  in 
Orientation  and  Mobility. 


GUIDE  DOGS 
(Seeing  Eye  Dogs,  Guiding  Eye  Dogs,  Leader  Dogs  ,  etc.) 

For  many  centuries,  dogs  have  been  used  as  companions,  guards  and 
guides  in  travel.    Only  since  the  end  of  the  First  World  War  have  dogs 
become  used  as  trained  guides  for  the  blind.   The  first  organized  training  to 
guide  the  blind  began  during  WW1  in  Germany  and  it  would  seem  to  be 
based  on  the  work  of  Joseph  Reisinger  (ca.  1755)  and  Father  Klein  of  Vienna 
and  Jacob  Birrer  in  the  19th  century. 

The  first  guide  dog  school  established  in  the  United  States  was  The  Seeing 
Eye,  in  1929.   The  term  Seeing  Eye  dog  was  adopted  by  its  founder,  Dorothy 
Eustis.    Dogs  most  often  used  are  German  Shepherds,  Labrador  Retrievers  and 
Golden  Retrievers  or  a  mixture  of  these  breeds.    Training  begins  when  the 
dogs  are  about  fourteen  months  old.    Actual  training  with  their  future 
owners  lasts  approximately   four  weeks  and  takes  place,  in  most  cases,  at  a 
residential  facility,    (one  school,  Fidelco  Guide  Dog  Foundation  in  the  US 
where  the  dog  is  trained  with  its  owner  in  his  home  community).    Not  all 
blind  persons  are  qualified  or  are  interested  in  using  a  dog  guide.   New 
developments  on  dog  breeding  and  training  of  both  dogs  and  users  will  lead, 
it  is  hoped,  to  greater  usage  by  blind  people.  Today,  there  are  countless 
numbers  of  blind  people  all  over  the  world  who  have  found  that  their  dog 
guides  provide  a  means  of  safe  travel  and  companionship  leading  to  more 
productive  lives. 
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Algeria  1981     Blind  person  holding  a  cane 

(IYPD). 

Argentina  1985     Hand  holding  a  white  cane. 

Australia  1971     Blind  woman  being  led  by  a  guide 

dog. 

Australia  1985     Envelope  shows  blind  boy  receiving 

mobility  instruction. 

Australia  1995      100th  Anniversary  of  the  Association 

for  the  Blind.  Shows  a  Blind  Person 
Playing  a  Violin,  and  a  Guide  Dog. 

Bangladesh  1991     14th  Anniversary  oi  Sanhani. 

Shows  an  eye  and  a  blind  person  with 
a  mobility  cane. 

Barbados  1981     Group  of  blind  people  crossing  a  street 

using  long  canes  "Be  Alert  to  the 
White  Cane." 

Barbuda  1981     Blind  person  going  up  stairs  using  a 

cane. 

Belgium  1954     The  Blind  Man  and  the  Paralytic  - 

sighted  guide 

Belgium  1976     Blind  Leading  The  Blind  "Parable  of 

the  Blind." 

Bermuda  1981     Blind  man  being  assisted  across  a 

street  by  a  Girl  Guide. 

Bermuda  1992     Guide  dog  breeds. 

Bosnia  1916     Blind  soldier  being  led  by  a  sighted 

girl. 

Botswana  1981     Blind  man  using  a  cane  (in 

background). 

Brunei  1981     Blind  man  using  a  long  cane. 
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Burundi 
Chad 
Chile 
Congo  R. 

Cuba 
Egypt 
Finland 

Gabon 

Germany,  E 

Ghana 
Ghana 

Ghana 


G.  Britain 


G.  Britain 


Greenland 


1977     Blind  Man  and  Lame  -  sighted  guide 

1967    Crossed  white  canes. 

1992     Woman  with  cane. 

1977     Blind  man  being  lead  across  a  busy 
street  by  a  child. 

1957     "The  Blind"  -  blind  holding  staffs. 

1973     Blind  girl  with  cane. 

1954     Blind  basket  weaver  with  guide 
dog. 

1981     Two  figures  holding  hands,  one 
with  a  white  cane. 

1976    Guide  dog  (German  Shepherd  in 
harness  with  Red  Cross  emblem). 

1981     Blind  man  using  a  cane 

1981     Blind  woman  with  cane  being  led 
by  a  crippled  boy. 

1988     Sighted  Red  Cross  volunteer  helping  a 
blind  woman  to  buy  food.   Note  they 
are  using  the  "Sighted  Guide 
Technique"  and  she  is  holding  a 
mobility  cane. 

1981     Man  with  guide  dog.   Issued  for  50th 
Anniversary  of  Guide  Dogs  for  the 
Blind. 

1991     Set  of  five  stamps  showing  paintings 
of  British  dogs  (no  guide  dog  shown). 
Issued  to  mark  different  anniversaries, 
including  60th  Anniv.  of  Guide  Dogs 
for  the  Blind. 

1983     White  cane. 
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Grenadines    of  St.  Vincent  1992     Lions,   blind  man  with  guide  dog 

sitting;  blind  man  with  guide  dog 
standing  &  schools  for  guide  dogs. 

Guinea  1983     Blind  person  with  cane  moving 

towards  a  door. 

Hungary  1986     Guide  dog. 

Indonesia  1976     Man  with  white  cane. 

Indonesia  1981     Man  with  white  cane. 

Iran  1987     Handicapped  persons,  including  a 

blind  man  using  a  mobility  cane. 

Jordan  1993     White  Cane  Day. 

Liberia  1982     Blind  woman  being  led  by  a  sighted 

boy. 

Liberia  1995     Christian  Association  of  the  Blind. 

Map  of  Liberia  flag  with  blind  man 
using  a  mobility  cane. 

Luxembourg  1995     Postmark  "The  White  Stick' 

shows  a  blind  Person  using 
cane.  October  10,1995. 

Malaysia  1976     Blind  man  with  cane. 

Maldives  1981     Homer  with  a  staff. 

Mali  1973     Blind  man  being  led  by  a  sighted 

boy. 

Mali  1982     Blind  person  with  cane. 

Monaco  1984     Old  blind  man  with  cane. 

(figurine) 

Netherlands  1964     Guide  dog. 

Netherlands  1985     Guide  dog. 
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New  Zealand  1989     Centenary  of  the  Royal  New  Zealand 

Foundation  for  the  Blind.    Pre- 
stamped  envelope  shows  a  blind 
woman  with  a  guide  dog. 

Pakistan  1981     White  Cane. 

Philippines  1990     International  White  Cane  Safety  Day. 

Shows  a  group  of  symbolic  blind 
persons  with  white  canes. 

Romania  1982     Blind  woman  with  German  Shepherd 

guide  dog. 

Saar  1926     Blind  man  with  guide  dog. 

St  Vincent  1990     Blind  girl  with  white  cane  arriving 

at  school  being  met  by  her  teacher. 

Spain  1988     Symbolic  blind  person  using  a 

white  cane,  (part  of  the  design  for 
the  50th  Anniv.  of  ONCE) 

Switzerland  1967     White  cane  "Stop  Blind." 

Thailand  1986     Cub  Scout  assisting  a  blind  man  to 

cross  a  street. 

Togo  1976     Blind  man  with  cane. 

Togo  1981     Blind  young  man  with  German 

Shepherd  guide  dog. 

Trinidad  &  Tobago  1981     Blind  man  and  woman  with  canes. 

Trinidad  &  Tobago  1989     Three  blind  men  using  white 

canes  (75th  Anniv.  of  Blind  Welfare). 

Tunisia  1976  Blind  person  with  cane. 

Uganda  1981  Blind  man  using  guide  dog  and  cane. 

United  States  1979  Blind  man  with  "Seeing  Eve  Dog." 

Upper  Volta  1969  Blind  man  with  cane  and  sighted  boy. 


Upper  Voltn 


Uriguay 


1971     Group  of  blind  people  with  river 
blindness  leading  each  other. 

1989     United  Nations  Decade  for  the 

Handicapped,  shows  international 
symbols  for  the  handicapped 
including  that  for  blindness,  man  with 
white  cane. 


Wallis  &  Futuna 
Zaire 


1982     White  cane. 


1981     White  cane. 
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NOTABLE  BLIND 

IN 
FACT  &  FICTION 
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Outstanding  blind  and   visually  impaired  people  are  not  new  in  history; 
For  hundreds  oi  years,  the  blind  have  astounded  their  sighted  contemporaries 
with  their  accomplishments.    Homer  of  Greece,  Rudagi  oi  Persia,  Milton  of 
Britain,  Euler  of  Switzerland,  Braille  ol  France,  Helen  Keller  of  the  United 
States  and  many  others  have  shown  that  blindness  was  not  a  disability  which 
could  not  be  overcome.   Like  most  people,  the  blind  can  and  do  lead  useful 
lives.    Some  like  Taha  Hussein,  Ray  Charles,  Stevie  Wonder  and  Helen 
Keller  have  become  known  the  world  over. 

In  fiction,  there  have  been  many  blind  characters  but  most  in  19th  century 
literature  held  minor  roles,  often  depicted  as  poor,  beggars  or  hopeless,  as  m 
the  case  o(  "Blind  Pew"  in  Stevenson's  'Treasure  Island'  and  Mr.  Rochester  in 
Charlotte  Bronte's  'Jane  Eye.'    Twentieth  century  fiction  shows  a  marked 
change  in  social  attitudes  revealing  at  least  an  interest  in    trying  to 
understand  the  blind.    A  most  notable  area  is  children's  literature  where 
authors  have  shown  a  real  effort  by  helping  young  children  form  positive 
attitudes  towards  blind  people-especially  blind  children  who  are 
mainstreamed  in  regular  schools. 


45 


JOHANN  SEBASTIAN  BACH  (1685-1750) 

Composer  who  became  blind  later  in  life. 


Albania  -  1985,  Antigua  and  Barbuda  -  1985,  Columbia  -1986,  Congo  -  1985, 
Dominica  -  1985,  Germany,  W.  1985,  Germany  -  1961,   Germany  D.R.  -  1985, 
Germany  (Berlin)  -  1961,  Grenada  -  1985,  Grenada  -  Grenadines  -  1985, 
Hungary  -  1985,  India  -  1985,  Ireland  -  1985,  Maldives  -  1985,  Mexico  -  1985, 
Monaco  -  1985,  Panama  -  1987,  Paraguay  -  1985,  Poland-1985,  Sierra  Leone  - 
1985,  Turks  &  Caicos  -  1985. 


JORGE  LUIS  BORGES  (1899-1986) 

One  of  Latin  America's  greatest  writers  and  a  major  figure  in  modern 
literature.    In  1956  the  blindness  that  had  gradually  obscured  his  vision 
became  complete.   He  became  blind  due  to  a  detached  retina. 

Argentina  -  1987,  Nicaragua  -  1995. 


LOUIS  BRAILLE  (1809-1852) 

Lost  his  sight  totally  at  age  three.   Teacher  of  the  blind  in  music,  history, 
geometry  and  algebra.   He  gave  the  world  the  universally  adopted  system  of 
dot  reading.    He  credited  Major  Barbier,  a  French  Army  intelligence  officer, 
with  the  invention  of  a  code  of  raised  dots.    His  own  contribution  was  the  six 
dot  arrangement  and  alphabet  which  bears  his  name.    In  perfecting  this,  he 
persisted  in  the  face  of  enduring  opposition  from  older  teachers  of  the  blind 
committed  to  raised  letters.   The  braille  system  was  introduced  in  1825,  but 
obtained  no  real  acceptance  until  1854. 

Antigua  &  Barbuda  -  1992,  Argentina  -  1935,  Argentina  -  1976,  Barbuda  -  1992, 
France  -  1948,  Germany  D.R.  -  1975,  Guyana  -  1981,  Luxembourg  -  1977,  Mali  - 
1977,  Panama  -  1981,  Peru  -  1976,  Russia  -  1959,  Saint  Lucia  -  1981,  Uruguay  - 
1976. 


TURLOUGH  CAROLAN  (1670-1738) 

Irish  musician  and  composer.   Became  blind  at  age  18  due  to  smallpox.   He 
is  known  as  the  last  of  the  Irish  bards  of  any  distinction. 

Ireland  -  1985 
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RAY  CHARLES  (1930 -) 

Best  known  as  a  Rhythm  and  Blues  singer  and  musician.    Born  Ray 
Charles  Robinson,  Sept.  23,  1930  in  Albany,  Georgia.    Became  blind  at  age  7, 
probably  from  glaucoma.    Attended  the  Florida  School  for  the  Blind. 

Antigua  &  Barbuda  -  1994,  Grenada-Grenadines  -  1992. 


FUAT  CELA 

Blind  Albanian  revolutionary. 

Albania  -  1969 


NILS  GUSTAF  DALEN  (1869-1937) 

Blinded  by  an  explosion  in  1913.    Inventor.   He  was  the  inventor  of  the 
Automatic  Marine  Light.    Winner  of  the  Nobel  Prize  for  Physics  1912.    After 
becoming  blind  continued  perfecting  his  invention. 

Gabon  -  1995,  Sweden  -  1972 


SAMMY  DAVIS,  JR.  (1926-1990) 

Lost  an  eye  in  a  near  fatal  automobile  accident  in  1954.   Was  a  notable 
entertainer  (singer),  doing  night  club  act,  movies,  television  shows,  benefit 
appearances  and  interviews. 

Tanzania  -  1990,  1992,  Madagascar  -  1992. 


MOSHE  DAYAN  (1915-1981) 

Was  an  Israeli  military  hero  and  political  leader.   In  1941  he  fought  with 
the  British  against  the  Vichy  French.    He  was  wounded  during  a  battle  in 
Lebanon,  and  lost  his  left  eye  but  this  did  not  hinder  him  in  his  military 
career. 

Israel  -  1988. 


FREDERICK  DELIUS  (1863-1934) 

British  composer.  His  latter  years  were  clouded  by  blindness  and  paralysis, 
yet  he  continued  to  compose.   He  dictated  musical  scores  to  a   young 
musician. 

G.  Britain  -  1985. 
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LEONARD  EULER  (1707-1783) 

Lost  sight  of  one  eye  at  age  28,  the  other  at  59.   Mathematician. 
Demonstrated  to  the  world  ability  to  function  as  a  mathematician  after  losing 
sight.    Is  credited  with  evolving  the  calculus  of  variations.    Some  of  the  most 
important  work  done  after  total  loss  oi  sight. 

Germany  D.R.  -  1950,  Russia  -  1957,  Switzerland  -  1957. 


GALILEO  GALILEI 

Blinded  late  in  life.   Scientist.   One  of  the  many  gifted  people  blinded  well 
along  in  life  and  who  continued  his  work.    Is  not  thought  of  as  blind. 

Albania  1987,  Antigua  &  Barbuda  -  1992,  Barbuda  -  1993,  Djibouti  -  1984, 
Gibraltar  -  1994,  Italy  -  1942,  Laos  -  1986,  Maldive  Islands  1988,  Nicaragua  1994, 
Vatican  City  1994. 


GEORGE  III  of  England 

The  last  nine  years  on  his  reign  were  passed  in  blindness  and  insanity. 

St.  Vincent  -  1977 


DUKE  OF  GLOUCESTER 

Mentioned  in  Shakespeare's  play  "King  Lear".  Gloucester,  a  nobleman  in 
Lear's  court,  makes  the  mistake  of  banishing  his  faithful  son,  Edgar,  and 
trusting  his  wicked  son,  Edmund.    Edmund  soon  betrays  his  father,  who  is 
blinded.    Edgar  discovers  his  blind  father  and  confronts  him.   Gloucester 
realizes  his  errors  and  especially  his  lack  of  concern  for  people  less  fortunate 
than  himself.    He  then  dies. 

Liberia  -  1987,  Sierra  Leone  -  1989. 


GEORGE  FREDERICK  HANDEL  (1685-1759) 

Composer.    Became  blind  in  old  age.   He  completed  the  "Jephtha"  when  he 
was  nearly  totally  blind. 

Germany/W.  1985,  Germany  D.R.  -  1985,  G.  Britain  -  1985,  Guinea-Bissau  - 
1985,  Hungary  -  1985,  India  -  1985,  Ireland  -  1985,  Mexico  -  1985,  Monaco  - 
1985,  Panama  -  1987,  Turks  &  Caicos  -  1985. 
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WILLIAM  C.  HANDY  (1873-1958) 

Lost  his  sight  after  World  War  I,  partially  regained  it  only  to  become  totally 
blind  again  in  1943.  Musician  (Father  of  the  Blues).   Handy  was  one  of  many 
blind  musicians  whose  history  can  be  traced  back  many  centuries.    In  recent 
times,  there  have  been  many  great  blind  jazz  musicians.    Handy  was 
responsible  for  the  ultimate  universal  acceptance  of  Negro  Blues  into 
American  popular  music. 

Gambia  -  1992,  United  States  -  1969. 


HOMER  (originally  named  Melesigenes)    (850  B.C.  ?) 

Believed  to  have  lost  sight  as  an  adult.   Poet.   He  was  embed  in  the 
consciousness  of  the  civilized  world  the  image  of  the  blind  poetic  genius,  by 
creating  the  difficult  epic  form,  which  few  poets  have  since  mastered.   The 
fact  that  John  Milton,  also  was  one  of  these  poets  has  led  to  occasional 
scholarly  comments  suggesting  that  the  isolation  of  blindness  following  an 
active  life,  acted  similarly  on  the  powers  o(  the  two  poets. 

Greece  -  1954,  Grenada  Grenadines  -  1993.  Maldives  -  1981. 


TAHA  EL  HUSSEIN  (1889-1973) 

Became  blind  at  the  age  oi  three  due  to  ophthalmia.    Writer  and  educator 
From  a  peasant  family,  he  rose  to  become  in  1950  the  Egyptian  minister  of 
education.    He  believed  that  the  only  hope  for  attaining  true  democracy  in 
Egypt  was  through  education.   His  writings  on  the  modernization  of  Egypt  are 
known  worldwide. 

Egypt -1973. 


JEAN  l'AVEUGLE  (1296-1346) 

John  the  Blind  Count  of  Luxembourg.    Scholarly  King  of  Bohemia,  was 
killed  in  the  Battle  of  Crecy  in  1346,  as  he  led  men  into  battle. 

Luxembourg  -  1934,  1946,1980  and  1989,  Czech  Republic  -  1996. 


JAMES  JOYCE  (1881-1941) 

Irish  novelist,  was  blind  (partially  sighted)  and  continually  in  pain  due  to 
iritis,  glaucoma  and  cataracts  and  eye  operations,  yet  he  persevered  in  his 
literary   career  and  gained  great  recognition. 

Ireland  -  1982,  Nicaragua  -  1995. 
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HELEN  KELLER  (1880-1968) 

Born  June  27,  1880  in  Tuscumbia,  Alabama.    Helen  Keller  was  deprived  of 
her  sight  and  hearing  by  severe  illness  at  the  age  of  19  months.    When  she 
was  six  years  old,  her  parents  requested  the  director  of  the  Perkins  School  for 
the  Blind,  in  Boston  for  assistance,  as  a  result,  Anne  Mansfield  Sullivan  (later 
Macy)  began  to  teach  Helen  on  March  2,  1887.   Helen  later  attended  Perkins 
and  other  schools  in  Boston  and  New  York.   In  1904  she  graduated  from 
Radcliffe  College.    She  became  a  noted  author,  lecturer  and  champion  of  the 
rights  of  women  and  the  blind  and  deaf-blind.    Her  remains  are  interned  in 
the  Washington  Cathedral. 

Brazil  -  1980,  Domica  -  1992,  Guyana  -  1981,  India  -  1980,  Lesotho  -  1989, 
Maldives  -  1981,  Mauritius  -  1980,  Panama  -  1961,  Spam  -  1980,  United  States  - 
1980  and  postcard  1993,  Venezuela-1980. 


ABUL-ALA-AL-MAARRI  (973-1057) 

Blind  poet  and  philosopher. 

Syria  -  1934  and  1963. 


ANNE  SULLIVAN  MACY  (1866-1936) 

Born  in  Feeding  Hills/Agawam,  Massachusetts,  USA,  April  14,  1866. 
Became  blind,  (partially  sighted)  due  to  trachoma.    She  entered  Perkins 
School  for  the  Blind  October  7,  1880.    By  the  time  she  graduated  from  Perkins 
in  1886  she  had  regained  a  good  deal  of  her  sight  due  to  eye  operations.    Due 
to  a  request  from  the  Keller  family  to  Perkins,  she  obtained  the  position  of 
governess  to  their  young  deaf-blind  daughter,  Helen.    Later  married  John 
Macy.    "Undoubtedly  one  of  the  greatest  teachers  of  her  time  though  her 
methods  were  unorthodox,  she  was  not  actually  an  intellectual  but  had  the 
satisfaction  of  seeing  her  deaf-blind  pupil  excel  in  levels  of  achievement  to 
which  she  did  aspire."   Her  remains  and  those  of  Helen  Keller  are  in 
Washington's  National  Cathedral. 

Brazil  -  1980,  Lesotho  -  1989,  Maldives  -  1981,  United  States  -  1980  and  postcard 
1993. 


JOHN  MILTON  (1608-1674) 

Slow  loss  of  sight  in  late  youth  and  early  middle  age.   Epic  poet,  political 
pamphleteer.    Demonstrated  ability  to  write  with  epic  sweep  after  losing  sight. 

Hungary  -  1967,  Russia  -  1958. 
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MOTHER  TERESA  (1910  - ) 

Worker  among  the  world's  underprivileged—  especially  the  poor  of 
Calcutta,  India.   For  many  years  she  has  suffered  with  eye  problems  due  to 
cataracts.    In  1985  she  had  cataract  surgery  and  lens  implant  in  St.  Vincent's 
Hospital  in  New  York  City. 

Sweden  -  1986,  Mongolia-1992. 


MORRIS  NYUNYUSA  (1927  ?) 

World  famous  drummer  of  the  Ngoni  tribe.    He  is  married  to  two  wives 
and  has  seven  children.   Blind  from  birth  he  was  10  years  old  when  he  started 
to  play  the  drums.   He  became  famous  through  his  ability  to  play  many 
drums  for  traditional  tribal  dances. 

Tanzania  -  1981 


OEDIPUS 

Greek  legend.   Son  of  Laius  and  King  Thebes.    Blinded  himself  after 
finding  out  he  had  unwittingly  married  his  mother. 

Dahomey  -  1967,  Greece  -  1987 


NIKALAI  A.  OSTROVSKY  (1904-1936) 

Became  blind  due  in  part  to  injuries  during  the  Russian  revolution.    He 
wrote  many  novels  in  praise  of  socialism.  Among  his  most  notable  works 
"The  Making  of  a  Hero"  became  an  inspiration  to  Soviet  youth. 

Russia  -  1954. 


FRANCIS  PARKMAN  (1823-1893) 

Notable  American  historian.   Suffered  with  very  poor  vision  and  was 
partially  crippled  for  most  of  his  life  yet  succeeded  in  becoming  an 
outstanding  historical  writer.    He  is  remembered  for  his  works  on  the  French 
and  Indian  Wars  and  exploration  of  the  Northwest. 

United  States  -  1967. 


EDITH  PIAF,  [pseud,  of  Edith  Giovanna  Gassion]  (1915-63) 

French  singer  and  actress  who  was  born  in  Paris.   At  the  age  oi  three  she 
became  blind.    This  condition  lasted  for  four  years,  until  her  grandmother 
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took  her  on  a  pilgrimage  to  the  shrine  of  Saint  Teresa  of  Lisieux.    It  is  to  the 
intercession  of  that  saint  that  she  ascribed  the  restoration  of  her  sight. 
"Miracle  or  not,"  she  said,  "1  am  forever  grateful."    She  went  on    to  become  a 
famous  night  club  singer  in  Paris.    Her  name  "Piaf"  is  Parisian  slang  for 
"sparrow." 

France  -  1990. 


JOSEPH  PULITZER  (1847-1911) 

Became  blind  in  1887.   Newspaper  editor.   After  suddenly  becoming  blind, 
he  continued  to  work  for  more  than  twenty  years. 

United  States  -  1947. 


MR.  ROCHESTER  (fiction)  in  Charlotte  Bronte's  "Jane  Eyre"  1847 

Mr.  Rochester  is  a  byronic  hero  of  grim  aspect  and  sardonic  temper. 
Rochester,  despite  Jane's  plainness,  is  fascinated  by  her  sharp  wit  and 
independence,  and  they  fall  in  love,  but  it  is  not  to  be.    After  a  fire  that 
destroys  his  home,  Jane  returns  to  find  he  is  "stone-blind"  and  that  "he  is 
now  helpless,  indeed-blind  and  a  cripple."   Jane  does  marry  Mr.  Rochester 
and  in  time  his  sight  is  partially  restored. 

Great  Britain  -  1980. 


MARSHAL  CANDIDO  RONDON  (1865-1915) 

Soldier  military  engineer,  explorer  and  friend  of  Brazilian  Indians.    He 
became  blind  in  later  life  due  to  optic  atrophy. 

Brazil  -  1980. 


ADULHASAN  RUDAGI  (952 ?) 

Poet.   A  blind  poet  who  lived  in  Persia  about  the  year  952.   Little  is  now 
known  or  remains  of  the  1,3000,000  verses  he  wrote.    His  motto  was 
"Wisdom  is  better  than  eye  or  sight." 

Iran  -  1958  and  1964,  Russia  -  1958. 


SAMSON 

Ancient  Jewish  hero.   Was  blinded  after  being  captured. 

Israel  -  1961,  Grenada  Grenadmes-1991, Barbuda  &  Antigua  -  1994. 
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MATHIAS  SCHOU  (1747-1824) 

Musician.    Known  as  "Theis  the  Blind."   He  was  a  wandering  musician 
who  played  a  fiddle  and  sang  songs  in  the  Luxembourg  dialect.    Unlike  many 
blind  people  of  his  time,  he  did  not  live  the  life  of  a  beggar  but  was  able  to 
earn    a  fairly  good  living   with  his  music. 

Luxembourg  -  1974. 


BANZOUMANA  SISSOKO 

Famous  modern  blind  player  of  the  Mali  'Griot.' 

Mali  -  1983. 


SURDAS  (15th  century) 

Blind  Indian  poet  of  the  15th  -  16th  century.   Preached  the  "Gospel  of 
Universal  Love."    The  filial  aspect  of  love  of  Lord  Krishna  is  the  mam  theme 
of  his  poetry.   The  language  used  is  "Brajbasha,"  noted  for  its  simplicity  and 
sweetness.    "Sursager,"  a  collection  of  his  poems  is  considered  a  masterpiece 
of  literature  in  the  national  language. 

India  -  1952. 


JAMES  THURBER  (1894-1961) 

American  author,  humorist,  playwright  and  cartoonist.  Blinded  in  one  eye 
at  the  age  of  six  from  arrow  accident,  due  to  poor  treatment  of  the  eve 
sympathetic  ophthamia  developed  in  the  other  which  later  led  to  total 
blindness  in  his  50s. 

STEVIE  WONDER  ( 1950- ) 

Born  Steveland  Morris,  later  known  as  "Little  Stevie  Wonder,"  in 
Saginaw,  Michigan  he  became  blind  just  after  birth  from  retrolental 
fibroplasia  (oxygen  therapy  resluting  in  damaged  retinas).  At  an  early  age,  he 
showed  musical  talent.    He  attended  the  Michigan  School  for  the  Blind. 
Today  he  is  one  of  the  world's  greatest  entertainers  and  rock  and  roll 
musicians. 

Burkina  Faso  -  1995,  Tanzania  -  1990. 


JOHN  ZIZKA 

Blind  military  leader  of  the  Hussites  in  the  15th  century. 

Czechoslovakia  -  1952. 
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hi  September,  1990  the  Howe  Tress,  Perkins  School  for  the  Blind  produced 
its  200,000  Perkins  Brailler.    The  history  o(  mechanical  writing  devices  for  the 
blind  goes  much  farther  back  than  1951    when  the  Perkins  Brailler  was 
designed  and  developed  at  Perkins  by  David  Abraham  and  first  went  into 
production. 

One  of  the  very  first  made  was  The  Wight  Writer  (circa  1850)  that  was 
perfected  by  Joel  Wight,  whose  wife  was  a  teacher  at  Perkins.   One  of  her 
pupils  was  Laura  Bndgman  who  was  deaf-blind.    In  18b5  Mr.  Joel  Smith,  who 
worked  at  Perkins  invented  a  device  to  wrrite  "American  Braille."    The  name 
Daisv  (or  Star)  Point  writer  is  attributed  to  the  daisy  or  star-like  effect  bv  the 
cluster  oi  kevs  on  the  embossing  carriage.    About  1900  Perkins  introduced  the 
Model  C  and  in  early  1905   produced  the  Perkins  Writing  Machine.  This  was 
followed  by  the  Boston  Braillerwriter  in  1910  and,  ten  years  later,  Perkins 
Braillerwriter,  Model  B.  During  this  time,  a  number  of  changes  in  design  had 
been  made  to  braillewriters,  including  those  made  by  the  Howe  Press. 

In  1938,  at  the  request  of  director,  Dr.  Gabriel  Farrell,  Mr.  Abraham  was 
invited  to  design  a  new  writer  because  o(  his  work  with  machine  design  in 
England.    Working  alone  in  the  basement  of  his  home,  he  produced  the 
prototype  of  the  Perkins  Brailler  shortly  before  Pearl  Harbor.   In  1946,  he  was 
appointed  engineer  of  the  Howe  Press  and  given  the  responsibilitv  o(  creating 
the  tools  and  organizing  the  assembly  line  for  the  machine. 

When  the  first  models  became  available  in  1951,  they  met  with  such 
widespread  approval  that  orders  poured  in  from  all  over  the  country  and 
overseas. 
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In  recent  years,  over  fifty  per  cent  of  the  sales  have  been  to  overseas 
countries.    It  is  the  most  widely  used  braillewriter  in  the  world. 

Probably  the  feature  that  impressed  people  the  most  with  the  prototype  by 
David  Abraham  was  its  compactness.   Its  rounded  contours  and  lack  of 
projecting  parts  were  quite  different  from  any  introduced  before.    The 
projecting  carriage  common  to  other  makes  (like  most  typewriters)  can  cause 
problems  for  the  blind  operator.    He  has  to  make  sure  that  the  carriage  will 
not  meet  with  any  obstruction  on  its  journey  from  right  to  left  or  that  he 
won't  accidentally  strike  it  and  cause  the  machine  to  fall  over.    The  Perkins 
Brailler  had  a  moving  embossing  head  within  the  framework  of  the  machine 
and  no  protecting  carriage.    The  well  balanced  compactness  and  convenient 
handle  make  carrying  the  machine  easy  with  one  hand.  If  in  carrying  it  the 
machine  does  get  dumped,  no  harm  is  likely  to  occur  for  all  its  moving  parts 
are  well  protected. 

In  1^88  it  was  noted  that  "since  the  brailler  was  introduced  in  1951  ninety 
changes  have  been  incorporated  into  it.    The  latest  has  been  "New  Pressure 
Rollers"  which  eliminate  the  nagging  problem  of  shifting  paper  when  using 
narrow  sheets." 

In  1996  a  new  assembly  plant  was  setup  by  Howe  Press  in  India  to  supply 
not  just  South  East  Asia  but  worldwide  demand 

The  Technological  Origin  and  Development  of 

Mechanical  Writing  Devices  for  the  Blind,  by 

Harry  Friedman,  1963. 

The  Perkins  Brailler.  The  Lantern,  Nov.  1973. 

Howe  Press  Completes  100,000  Braillers.    The  Lantern, 

March  1,  1977 

Letter  to  Repair  Technicians.   December  1988. 


Antigua  &  Barbuda  1988     Salvation  Army  rehabilitation  teacher 

job  training  a  blind  young  woman 
who  is  using  a  Perkins  Brailler. 

Barbados  1981     Young  girl  with  Perkins  Brailler  (First 

time  a  braillewriter  was  shown  on  a 
postage  stamp). 

Hong  Kong  1988     Blind  young  man  using  a  Perkins 

Brailler. 

Yemen,  1981     Blind  man  using  a  Perkins  Brailler. 

(People's  Republic) 
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Subjects  in  this  category  generally  refer  to  scientific  advancements  asthey 
relate  to  eye  conditions  and/or  diseases  all  the  way  to  the  other  end  of  the 
spectrum,  those  devices  commonly  utilized  by  visually  impaired  people. 

Most  of  these  listing  are  coupled  with  other  sections  of  this  catalog  due  to 
their  multiple  categorical  possibilities. 


Australia 

Fiji 

Great  Britain 

Grenada 

Ireland 

Israel 

Israel 

Malagasy  Rep. 
(Maladascar) 

N.  Korea 

Poland 

Tanzania 


1987  Bionic  ear  -  scientific  achievements 
1996  Portable  tape  recorder. 

1993  10  pounds  embossed  m  braille. 

1989  Bifocals  invention. 

1988  Abacus. 

1993  Eye's  memory  -  scientific  concepts. 

1994  Optical  scanner. 
1992  Laser  -  inventions 

1995  Opening  optical  observatory. 

1989  Camera  shutter  as  eye's  ins 
1992  Zeppelin  and  binoculars. 
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The  history  of  the  welfare  and  rehabilitation  of  the  blind  goes  back  many 
hundreds  of  years.    In  Europe-  in  the  middle-ages—  brotherhoods  of  blind 
beggars  were  formed  for  the  purpose  of  mutual  assistance.    Also  the  church  in 
many  ways  sought  to  aid  and  protect  the  blind  and  later  the  state  took  on 
more  and  more  of  these  responsibilities.    In  China  and  Japan,  the  blind  were 
protected  by  means  of  earning  their  living  from  being  massuers,  work  that 
they  were  limited  to  doing.   Today  the  blind  are  being  trained  in  every  major 
field  of  employment.   They  occupy  positions  in  many  of  the  professions- 
lawyers,  computer  programmers,  teachers,  mathematicians,  rehabilitation 
and  social  workers  and  in  many  other  areas  of  big  and  small  business, 
industry,  and  agriculture.   New  technology  has  opened  up  areas  and  fields  of 
employment  that  has  been  previously  excluded  to  them.    Accessibility  to  both 
information  and  building  along  better  vocational  and  mobility  programs  has 
done  much  to  aid  in  the  employment  of  the  blind  and  visually  impaired. 
The  Vocational  Rehabilitation  Act  provides  for  the  allocation  of  Federal 
funds,  in  the  United  States,  to  state  rehabilitation  programs  for  the  education 
and  training  of  the  handicapped,  including  eligible  blind  persons  in  many  job 
areas. 

Other  funds  provide  for  educational  and  rehabilitation  programs  at  all  levels 
from  preschool  to  adult.    Recent  federal  and  state  budget  cuts  have  been 
affecting  these  programs  and  the  long  term  existence  of  some  of  them  is  in  ' 
question. 

Other  services  for  the  blind  include  an  additional  exemption  allowed  on 
the  Federal  income  tax  return.    Federal  and,  in  some  cases,  state  financial 
assistance  for  blind  persons  who  cannot  support  themselves  are  allowed.  The 
Library  of  Congress,  National  Library  Service  Program  for  the  Blind  and 
Physically  Handicapped, provides  reading  matter  in  the  form  of  braille, 
cassettes  and  Talking  Books.    In  addition  to  the  services  of  government 
agencies,  there  are  many  private  agencies  and  organizations  around  the  world 
that  provide  and  seek  to  provide  better  welfare  and  rehabilitation  programs  to 
all  the  worlds'  blind. 
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Algeria  1976     Blind  broommaker. 

Antigua  &  Barbuda  1988     Centenary  of  The  Salvation  Army: 

training  of  the  blind  in  Kenya;    blind 
young  man  learning  to  weave  a 
basket.    Centenary  of  The  Salvation 
Army:   job  training  in  Zambia;    blind 
girl  using  a  Perkins  brailler. 

Australia  1985     125th  Anniv.  of  N.S.W.  Institute. 

(pre-stamped  envelope) 

Australia  1987     "Carols  by  Candlelight"  a  fund  raiser 

for  the  Royal  Victorian  Institute  for 
the  Blind. 

Austria  1972    St.  Hemma  (circa  980-1045)  she  is 

known  for  her  help  against  eye 
diseases  (pictures  a  figure  from 
her  tomb). 

Belgium  1927     People  adrift  in  an  open  boat 

(including  a  blind  person), 
by  Caritas. 

Benin  1987     Benin  Center  for  the  Blind  and  the 

Visually  Impaired  Cotonou. 

Benin  1987  Raoul  Follereau  -  fight  against  leprosv 

Bosnia  1916  Blind  soldier. 

Botswana  1993  A  person  helping  a  blind  person. 

Brazil  1974  5th  World  Assembly  WCBW. 

Brazil  1978  Red  Cross/symbol  of  eye. 

Burkina  Faso  1987     Raoul  Follereau. 

(Upper  Volta) 

China  1989     Social  Wefare. 

(Taiwan) 

Croatia  1S»44     War    invalids  one  is  blind. 
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Djibouti  1987     Raoul  Follereau. 

Fiji  1976     Fiji  Blind  Society-40th  Anniv. 

Finland  1992     Set  of  3  which  show  butterflies  with 

embossed  braille    on  each  "ARLA  100". 
Issued  for  the  Centennial  of  the  ARLA 
Institute,  Finnish  vocational  training 
center  for  the  blind. 

France  1938     Blind  student  with  nurse. 

France  1938     Blind  and  radio. 

France  1987     Raoul  Follereau. 

France  1989     Centennial  of  Association  Valentin 

Hauy. 

Gabon  1987     Raoul  Follereau. 

Ghana  1988     Sighted  Red  Cross  volunteer  helping  a 

blind  woman  to  buy  food. 

G.  Britain  1985     70th  Anniv.    Scottish  Natl. Inst.  War 

Blind  (airletter). 

Greenland  1983     Blind  man,  cane,  cassette  tape, 

armband. 

Grenada-Grenadines  1981     Amelia  Earhart. 

Hong  Kong  1988     Semi-postal  issued  to  help  fund 

Community  Chest  of  Hong  Kong, 
includes  a  blind  young   man  using  a 
Perkins  Braillewriter. 

Indonesia  1956     Blind  weaver. 

Indonesia  1956     Blind  basket  maker. 


Iran  1987     Welfare  Week.    Shows  a  group  oi 

handicapped  persons  including  a  blind 
m  a  n . 
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Isle  of  Man  1986     50th  Anniv.  of  Manx  Blind  Welfare 

Society. 

Israel  1990     Souvenir  sheet  "The  Postal  and 

Philatelic  Museum".    Shows  in  bottom 
right  corner—  a  postal  item  "Israelite 
Blinden-Institute,  Jerusalem 
(Palestine),  post  marked  September  16, 
1909?,  now  the  Jewish  Institute  for  the 
Blind  which  was  founded  in  1902. 

Ivory  Coast  1975     Follereau  and  blind  students. 

Ivory  Coast  1979     Follereau. 

Ivorv  Coast  1994     Follereau. 

Jamaica  1979-80   Shows  "Old  Waterwheel"  in  Tryall 

Hanover.  Note:  sign  in  front  which 

says  "The  man,  who  plays  the  banjo  in  this 

small  calypso-band  is  unfortunately 
blind..." 

Japan  1988     16th  World  Congress  of  Rehab.  Inter- 

national—word for  rehabiltation 
embossed  in  Japanese  braille. 

Jersey  1971     "Blind  Beggar"  by  Ouless. 

Jersey  1989     Children  playing  games  including 

'Blind  Man's  Buff"  a  popular  game  for 
both  sighted  and  blind  children. 

Kenya  1979  Blind  telephone  operator. 

Libya  1973  The  blind's  role  in  society-evolution. 

Luxembourg  1968  Blind  child  holding  a  candle. 

Luxembourg  1973  St.  Celilia  -  Patron  Saint  oi  the  blind. 

Malaysia  1976     25th.  Anniv.  Malaysia  Assoc,  for  the 

Blind.  Worl  Health  Day. 
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Maldives  1993     Painting  by  Fragonard  La  Colin  - 

Maillard  ("Blind  Man's  Buff"). 

Mali  1973  Blind  man  being  led  by  sighted  boy. 

Mali  1987  Raoul  Follereau. 

Marshalls  Islands  1987  Amelia  Earhart  &  map  of  her  flight. 

Mauritania  1978  Raoul  Follereau— 25th  Anniv. 

Mauritius  1980     Helen  Keller  &  blind  man  basket 

making. 

Monaco  1984     Blind  man  (figurine). 

Montserrat  1970     Blind  girl  learning  to  weave. 

Morocco  1969,    71,72,73,74,75,76,77,78,79,80,81,82, 

83,  84,  1985,  1986,  87,  88,  8990,91,92,93, 
94,95  (Week  of  the  Blind). 

Mozambique  1920     War  blind  man. 

Neth.  Antilles  1995      Sighted  girl  reading  a  newspaper 

to  a  blind  man—promoting  children's 
good  deeds. 

Neth.  Indies  1941     Blind  basket  weaver. 

New  Zealand  1989     Centenary  of  the  Royal  New  Zealand 

Foundation  for  the  Blind, 
(pre-stamped  envelope) 

Oman  1981     Welfare  of  the  Blind. 

Pakistan  1965     Blind  Welfare  Day. 

Peru  1967     "Santa  Rosa  of  Lima"  (1586-1617) 

Patron  Saint  of  Eye  Diseases  by 
A.  Medoro. 

Qatar  1994     Handicapped  Association  for  Welfare 

and  rehabilitation. 

Saar  1927     "Blind  Beggar"  by  Dyckmans. 


hi 


Saar 

Saudi  Arabia 

Spain 

Sri  Lanka 

Syria 

Switzerland 

Thailand 

Transkei 
Transkei 


1929     St.  Ottila,  Patron  Saint  of  the  Blind 
1975     Blind  Day. 

1988  50th.  Anniv.  of  ONCE-National 
Organization  for  the  Blind  in  Spain 

1979     Blind  child. 

1977     World  Blind  Week 

1989  "Blind  Man's  Buff"  (A  popular 
children's'  game  played  by  all 
children,  including  the  blind). 

1991     Children's  games  including 
Blind  Man's  Buff. 

1977     Blind  man  making  baskets. 

1977     Blind  woman  spinning. 


Trinidad  &  Tobago 

United  Arab 
Emirates 

United  States 

United  States 

Uruguay 

Vatican 
Viet  Nam 
Wallis  &  Fortuna 
Yemen— People's  Republic 


1989     75th  Anniv.  of  Blind  Welfare  (1914- 

1989). 

1991     Children's  Paintings:     "Women 
Playing  Blind  Man's  Buff". 

1963     Amelia  Earhart 

1981  Braille  embosed  envelope  honoring 
blinded  veterans. 

1989     United  Nations  Decade  for  the 

Handicapped,  International  symbol  for 
"Blindness". 

1938     St.  Cecilia  Patron  Saint  oi  the  blind. 

1966     Blind  man  plays  a  two  string  violin. 

1982  Day  of  Blind. 

1981     Blind  man  weaving. 
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International   Year  of  Disabled   Persons 

1981 


I    I    I    >    I    I   I     1 1   .   II    I    ||   L 

Morris  Nyunyusa* 


"By  proclaming  1981  as  the  International  Year  of  Disabled  Persons,  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  United  Nations  aimed  at  focusing  attention  on  the 
employment  by  disabled  persons  of  rights  and  opportunities  in  order  to 
ensure  their  full  participation  and  integration  into  society.    The  effort  to  find 
solutions  to  the  problem  of  disabled  persons  should  be  an  integral  part  of 
national  development  strategies.    There  is  thus  a  need  to  secure  the 
participation  of  all  Member  States,  as  well  as  relevant  governmental  and  non- 
governmental organizations  in  the  preparation  and  implementation  of  the 
programme  oi  the  International  Year  o(  Disabled  Persons." 

Kurt  Waldheim 
Secretary-General  of  the  United  Nations 
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Paratympic*}&\ni*      '■??. 

3 

: AUSTRALIA: 

The  Paralympic  Games  are  the  most  important  world  sporting  event  for 
the  disabled.    They  are  a  competition  in  which  the  world's  best  athletes  take 
part,  making  these  games  the  Olympic  equivalent  for  the  physically  disabled, 
including  the  blind  and  visually  impaired.    The  games  are  the  second  greatest 
sporting  event  in  the  world  in  terms  of  complexity,  duration  and  number  oi 
participants,  surpassed  only  by  the  Olympic  Games  themselves.    These  games 
"parallel''  the  Olympic  Games    in  that  they  are  held  the  same  year  and  often 
in  the  same  country.    They  are  sometimes    confused  with  the  "Special 
Olympics"  which  are  mainly  for  mentally  handicapped  young  people. 


Australia 
Australia 
France 

G.  Britain 
Ireland 
Korea  (South) 
Norway 
Spain 


1992  Barcelona,  Sept.  3-14,  1992 

1996  Paralympic  Games,  Atlanta,  1996 

1991  Fifth  Paralympics,  Albertville, 
France  1991 

1992  Paralympics  '92  Barcelona 

1996  Paralympic  Games,  Atlanta  1996 

1988  Seoul  Paralympics 

1994  VI  Paralympics,  Lillehammer 

1992  Paralympics,  Barcelona  1992 
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SOURCES  OF  STAMPS  AND  COVERS 

The  sources  o[  items  in  the  collection  are  many,  especially  in  the  early  years 
many  issues  came  from  stamp  dealers  or  collectors.  Today  most  new  issues 
come  form  the  sources  listed  below  and  from  friends. 

NEW  ISSUES 

Gersons 

Post  Office  Box  637 

Lynbrook,  New  York  11563-0637 

Tel.  (516)  295-3643 

Fx  #516  295-2194 

Stanley   Gibbons 

P.O.  Box  85 

London  WC2R  OLN 

England 

Tel.  +0171-836-8444 

Fax  0171-836-7342 

Topical  &  More 

Worldwide  Topical  Stamps 

Arnold  Swirbul 

4167  N.W.  Tammarack  Dr. 

Corvallis,  OR  97330 

Tel.  (541)754-7572 

FIRST  DAY  COVERS: 

Kenneth  S.  Rothschild 

Six  Overlook  Drive 

Sloatsburg,  New  York  10974-2201 
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Clyde  J.  Sarzin 

99  Glen  Street 

Glen  Cove,  N.Y.  11542 


The  Samuel  P.  Hayes  Research  Library  at  the  Perkins  School  for  the  Blind  is 
considered  to  be  the  largest  collection  of  print  material  on  the  non-medical 
aspects  of  blindness  in  the  world.    Its  holdings  include  an  extensive  collection 
of  well  over  30,000  entries  on  its  database  of  books,  magazines,  journals, 
pamphlets,  and  newspaper  clippings  and  photographs  and  postage  stamps 
relating  to  blindness. 

Books  include  all  aspects  of  blindness,  education,  rehabilitation,  aids  and 
appliances,  legislation  and  welfare  as  well  as  books  of  fiction  with  blind  and 
deaf-blind  characters  and  books  written  about  the  blind  and  deaf-blind  and  by 
blind  and  deaf-blind  authors.    It  has  two  major  collections  on  Hellen  Keller 
and  Laura  Bridgman.  There  is  also  a  museum  oi  the  History  of  the  Education 
o^  the  Blind  and  on  Writing  Aids  for  the  Blind. 


INFORMATION  SHEETS  ON  STAMPS  WHICH  HONOR  AND  AID  THE 

BLIND. 

The  library  sends  out,  as  issues  become  available,  information  sheets  detailing 

issues  as  they  are  located.   These  are  available  at  no  charge.    For  this  service 

the  library  does  ask  that  those  getting  the  sheets  contact  Mr.  Stuckey  about  any 

issues  they  hear  about  or  information  dealing  with  the  issues  that  the 

collection  does  not  have. 


Samuel  P.  Hayes  Research  Library 

Open  for  reference  Monday  -  Friday  8:30AM  -  5:00PM 

For  More  Information  write  or  call:  Kenneth  A.  Stuckey,  B.S.  M.L.S 

Samuel  P.  Hayes  Research  Library 
Perkins  School  for  the  Blind 
175  North  Beacon  Street 
Water  town,  MA  02172  USA 
Tel.  area  code  (617)  972-7250,  FAX  :  617-923-8076 


HAPPY  COLLECTING! 
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